


ts ioe SEP 2 9 193 


ul banc 

































































“ed ilt 




















Yt Ue 

































' 
' 
ALl ye ‘ a | 
ol“. os { 
-, s a” | : 
=o hie? ey ' : 
* ei efi “ie ? 
» oy Pe re 
. <n | | - af < 
°. 4 = ” 
“3M | | ae 
cout, | | i 
ne ss | . 
2 3/5 | | JU: 
hae ee eth | aay 
= ottedfel | ae 
S F£ | 
— 3 P | 
WSS = 
SS ~ . 
SS Ets | 
SS 4: ¢ « 
— whe | | le 
oa | 
SS 3074 | 
YS Hee e9 | | 
~ rs _ bea | 
a (its | 
Zhbee’ 
os be ee | 
otis 
5 3" 
y See 








Rie : f 
mike 43 
Mer 4 
Sa | 



































i 
YS: % 
%, t vee 4 “1S$SuUED BY NN = art : 
; Lae FICE: OF ‘THE. CHIEF OF THE AIR GORPS Cay, OE? ees 
card et as el ER RS wt WAR ‘DEPARTMENT cee a Se 
RF Se KAY |S aa oa .WASHINGTON a 
iy + ae aa ce Seas ae ao ‘SEPTEMBER 4§;1937 - = = 
Shit py 3 SARK S: paereet - oes. aks. ey. Rt “ 
tt 9 i ae o¢ evens e° . 


th hs Adeit ee. (4 itl ann ss Ki IULUTANUTANT EC MAYER AL Eta. 


~~ 2 





























VOL. XX AIR CORPS 


NEWS LETTER NO. 18. 





Information Division 
Air Corps 


September 15, 1937 


Munitions Building 
Washington, D.C. 





The chief perpece of this 
ics to the flying personnel 
and others connected with aviation, 


ublication is to distribute information on aeronaut- 
n the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 
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THE NATIONAL AIR RACES AT CLEVELAND 
By an Observer from tne Office, Chief of the Air Corps 


Those of us who saw the National Air 
Races this year feel that the Army Air 
Corps may well feel proud of the perform- 
ance of its participating units. 

Many spectators said that the greatest 
spontaneous burst of enthusiasm and 
cheering from the crouds which occurred 
at any time during the Races was mani- 
fested when the formation of B-17's came 
down out of the low ceiling and passed 
in review before the grandstand. It was 
a miserable afternoon, with very low 
eye’ = Several commercial and mili- 
tary flyer 
landed that afternoon at Alliance, Ohio, 
and at other points short of the Races. 
To ride out the squall, the poor visibil- 
ity, which was not more than a quarter 
of a mile at some time, did not deter 
the B-17's. It seems to be the general 
impression that that parade was one of 
hee striking demonstrations of the whole 
show. 

The squadrons of PR-2A's from ley 
Field, led by Captain Ned Schramm, flew 
an excellent and precise series of man- 
euvers, demonstrating the remarkable 
maneuverability of squadrons employing 
the "string" formation. It also made an 
excellent show from the spectator point 
of view. 

The acrobatic trio from Maxwell Field, 
it was generally conceded, proved worthy 
successors to the "Three Men on the Fly- 
ing 
inal and entertaining maneuvers, all 
their own. 

The Navy and Marine Corps flyers did 
excellent work. The Navy Scuadron demon- 
strated a very high quality of formation 
flying, and the Marines did their usual 
series of acrobatic formations, conclud- 
ing with spectacular bomb dropping. 

An untoward and unfortunate circun- 
stance occurred which offended the parti- 
Ccipating pilots, as well it . The 
Cleveland NEWS published on Fr ~ after- 
noon, September 3rd, a gossipy column by 
one of its reporters, which was not com- 
ego As soon as Mr. Cliff Hender- 
son saw this story, he called the NEWS, 
and it was killed in the later editions 
that same afternoon. Lieut. Colonel A.H. 
Gilkeson, Army Air Corps representative 
at the Races, immediately took steps to 
bring the matter to the attentiou of the 
National Air Races authorities, and the 


Ss, including your correspondent, 


Trapeze," and they staged some orig- | 


|\Chief and Assistant Chief of the Air 
|Corps, who were in attendance, Prompt 
laction was taken to investigate the 


lwhole matter, with the following result: 

a. The Cleveland NEWS published the 
following editorial, which demonstrates 
that the original article did not repre- 
sent the editorial and managerial opin- 
ion of the paper: 

"OUR CHEERS FOR U.S. FLYERS 

Of all the glories of the national 
air races, we think the watchers this 
year, as in other years, were probably 
most thrilled by the formation flying 
by the army, the navy and the marine 
corps. Without them, the races would 
not be the spectacular American show 
they have become, These flyers are in 
@ sense all 'our own.' They are the 
guardians and the representatives of 
the greatest land in the world, as they 
dash, loop, slide, and roll in their 
marvelous unity formation by threes. 

It is a grand thing for the races to 
bring forth the army's, navy's and 
marines! best each year, and it isa 
erand thing for the military services 
Fo ey such elegant squadrons on ex- 
inhibit before the American people 
'through the air races. There is a 
ipatriotic dignity in the military per- 
i\formances which no civilian flyers and 
ino foreign visitors can ever achieve. 
| And for the flyers in these exhibi- 
tions to come so close as they do to 
risking life and limb to demonstrate 
the Gynamic grace of aviation, to dive 
at such slight heights, to roll and 
loop low enough for the crowd to see 
so well, speaks volumes for the men 
themselves, Their spirits must be in- 
domitable and their loyalty to their 
services immense, or they could mot be 
s0 well trained, so expert and so dar- 








i * 
“hat the services aap vonets the grovw- 
ing glories of the national air races 
was attested by the presence here of 
Maj. Gen. Oscar Westover, chief of the 
army air corps; Brig. Gen. H.H. Arnold, 
assistant chief; Maj. Gen. F.M,Andrews, 
chief of the GHQ air force; Brig. Gen. 
G.C. Brant, commending the second wing 
of the GHQ air force; Rear Admirai A.B. 
Cook, chief of the bureau of naval aero- 
nautics; Colonel Ross Rowell, chief of 
the marines! aviation force; waren Roy 











Goiger, commanding officer of the marine | 
eir detachment at Quantico; Colonel A.i. | 
Gilkeson, in charge of the Army flyers, 
and Lieut. Com. 1.8. Coombs, in —, | 
or the navy flyers; and Lieut. Col. J.M. 
Johnson, assistant secret of comnerce | 
for aeronautics. These officers not 
only ere to be praised for the excel-_ .! 
lence of their flyers, but are also to be 
assured that Cleveland loves and honors 
tie show they put on under the sponsor- | 
ship of the American flag." - 
b. The President of the National Air 
Reces Association, Mr. Greve, wrote a 
letter to the Chief of the Air Corps | 
wiich made it very clear that the sapree- 
sions in the original article did no 
emanate from and aid not represent the | 
sentiments of the National Air Races 
authorities. It was a very fine apology 
for the whole incident. 1.0.2 
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' color scheme of blue and gold. 


WEST POINT CADETS VISIT LANGLEY FIXLD | 


| Corps, the Commandi 
| Silastic concerning 


NEW SERVICE CLUB AT CHANUTE FIELD 


Prospective enlisted students for the 
Air Corps Technical School and former en- 
listed men at Chanute Field will be very 
pleased to hear that a large commodious 
and welleequipped Service Club has just 
been completed. 

Everyone has realized for a long time 
that such a club was sorely needed. As 
Mari Twain said about the weather, “Every 
One talks about it, no one does anything. 

Lieut. Colonel Junius W. Jones, Air 

Officer, was enthu- 
‘the establishment of 
@ place where men below the first five 
eradcés could congregate fcr entertain- 
ments and social occasions. Funds were 
secured for RePOWaneNs building on the 
post and for the purchase of the neces- 
sery furniture, equipment, and furnish- 


ings. 
“fhe Club is tastefully decorated ina 
Chrome 


stesl furniture, a piano, radio, rues 
ng 


| table, curtains, and indirect ligh 


On iageet 20th, the 1928 Class of the 
U.S, Military Academy made their annual 
visit to the Second Bombardment Group at | 
Langley Field, Va. Lieut. Colonel 
Robert Olds, Group Commander, gave the 
Cadets a short talk re petene the per- 
formance, mission and the future of the 
four-engine airplanes in the defense of 
the nation, 

The Cadets displayed keen interest in 
the "Flying Fortress", inspecting the 
B-17's werenee y and witnessing the 
loading of 100, and 600-lb. demoli- 
tion bombs, Later in the morning, the 
Group's guests from West Point, along 
with many other visitors, witnessed 
from the shores of Messick a precise 
bombing demonstration on a typical tar- 
gst, located on Plum Tree Island. 
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RESERVE OFFICERS ORDERED TO RANDOLPH 





The following-named second lieutenants | 
of the Air Reserve have been pisces on 
extended active duty at Randolph Field, | 
Texas: Stuart EH, Murphy, of Kenosha, | 
Wis.; Roger Boyer Whittaker, Willoughby, | 
Ohio; Elmer LeRoy Parsel, Plymouth, Ohio; 
John H. Bondurant, Hapeville, Ga.; Ber- 
nord M. Lloyd, Fort Wayne, Ind.; Cecil 
S. McFarland, Enid, Okla.; William S$. 
Rust, Alameda, Calif.; Mem Crear Weit, 
Tallahassee, Fla.; Charles dlmo Hart, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and Paul Flint Davis, 
Griffin, Ga., to September 9, 1940; 
Clayton Alfred Beran, San Diego, Calif., | 
to October 4, 1940, and Joseph S. Wake- 
field, of San Diego, Calif., to Sept- 
ember 10, 1940 


Second Lieut. Percival M. Baron, of 
Martinton, I1l., was placed on active 
ay BO Fort Bragg, N.C., to September 

b 7 P 





floor lamps all combine to forma 
, "clubby" and attractive interior. 
| Cluo is well eouipped with reading ma- 


The 


‘terial, writing desks and stationery, 


Plens have already been made for hold- 
ing parties, dances, and dinners after 
the formal opening. 

A feature of the Club will be the em- 
ployment of a hostess to have charge of 
planning of social affairs, party nights 
and dinners. : 

In the near future tae lawns surrounde 
ing the Club will be landscaped with flo 
ral gardens, shrubbery and other attrac- 
tive plants. Chairs and tables will be 


‘placed cut on the lawns to accommedate 


summer parties. 
Needless to say, the enlisted person- 


nel are most enthusiastic over the new 
'Club, Nightly the "bucks" and "near- 
bucxs" (seventh and sixth grades, re- 


spectively, according to the best accept 
ed War Department nomenclature) rendez- 
vous at the Club for tiic purpose of dis- 


| cussing the affairs of state, new lady 


fricuds, technical subjects, or to just 
simply "chew the rag." 

A very unusual feature, and one which 
it is believed will be most enjoyeble, 
provides for serving of late breakfast, 
nine to ten o'clock, on Sunday mornings. 
Following the breakfast, the Chaplain 
will hold an informal discussion hour. 

To Chaplain Wallace I, Wolverton mst 
go the greatest credit for his initia- 
tive, hard work and planning in order to 
makes this well-appointed Club possible. 
Although a great ceal of credit is due 
local civic organizations and to other 
personnel for their assistance and ¢0- 


operation, the burden of "carrying on" 
has rested largely upon the shoulders 
of Chanute Field's energetic and capable 
Chaplain. | 


~~ 
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FLYING TRAINING OF WEST P 


The following interesting account 
of the reaction of West Point Cadet 
Air indoctrination at Mitchel Field 
during the month of July, this ani 
was received from Cadet Edward F. 
Gillivan: 


"This, gentlemen, is a wind tunnét; 
this, is an air foil, And this, gentle- 
men, is the picture of an airplane. Now 
when you get to Mitchel Field this sum- 
mer, you will have a chance to see the 
wergre of .aerodynamics in actual prac- 

ice. 

Throughout the course in aerodynamics, 
which we studied last spring, we had 
thought of Mitchel Field. And while we 
studied air foils and plotted lift and 
dr coefficients and wrestled losingly 
with Reynolds' Number, we consoled our- 
selves with the thought that when we 
once started flying the theory of flight 
didn't matter much. 

For the past two years the "Mitchel 
Field Trip" has come to be one of the 
high lights of the First Class summer, 
For two years, members of the Class of 
1938 had looked forward to flying, con- 
sidering it, along with the Georgia trip, 
as compensation*“for not going on - 
lough. 


burg, not far from West Point, rumors be- 
gan to go round that this summer there 
would be no trip to Mitchel, and that the 
First Class would get its instruction at 
Newburg Airport. t when summer arriv- 
ed and the schedule of eh ET was pub- 
lished, the words "Mitchel Field," like 
"Abou ben Adhem," led all the rest, and 
the Pirst Class breathed a sigh of satis- 
faction and relief. 

For the yee of summer iraining, we 
were divided into six drill groups, For 
the trip to Mitchel Field, these were 
consolidated into three groups of eres 
imately one hundred cadets each. © 
first group left the Academy on June 12th 
Graduation Day, and on the next two suc- 
cessive Saturdays the second and third 
sebtions respectively, made the trip. 

e trip was made by motor convoy, 
baggage also being carried by truck. 
Bach cadet was allowed one laundry bag, 
and a trunk locker shared with auother 
Cadet to carry his belongings. In addi- 
tion to this baggage, most of us had 
either tennis racquets or golf clubs. 

convoy left the Academy early on Sat- 


urday morni We crossed the Bear 
Mountain Bridge and proceeded on the 
East side of the Hudson to New Rochelle. 


Here the convoy was ferried across to 
Long Island, where a motorcycle escort 
was waiting for us. In the wake of our 
escort, we made good time out to Mitchel 
Field, arriving there about eleven 
O'clock to find the ~~ which had come 
the week before waiting for us, full of 


«ga 


Last winter and spring, whea con- 
struction wes begun on an airpor’ at New- 


OINTERS AT MITCHEL FIELD 


enthusiasm over their stay and regretful 
over having to leave. The convoy which 
brought us took them back to Summer Camp, 
and left us to begin our acquaintance 
with the Air Corps. ; 

We were quartered for the trip in one 
of the barracks. Each provisional com- 
pany, with its cadet officers, occupied 
@ souad room, and the entire as ate 
in the barracks' mess. Inmediately 
upon our arrival we unpacked, gathered 
together our assorted belongings and put 
our squad rooms and lockers in order. 
Flying equipment for the trip was draw, 
and we stood inspection wearing our 
coveralls, helmets and ear-phoncs. 

After dinner, we assembled in the re- 
creation room of the barracks to hear a 
talk on the proposed schedule of instruc- 
tion, and the administrative details and 
regulations which would be in force dur- 
ing the trip. To our great satisfaction 
we found out that we would be allowed to 
Go voluntary flying in adcition to our 
scheduled hours. ie learned the differ- 
ence between local and cross-country 
flights and were considerably surprised 
at the limits which were laid down. 
"Timite" to a cadet is a pretty well de- 
fined term, and on trips it usually in- 
cludes an area which can easily be cover- 
ed during free hours. On the Field Ar- 
tillery hike, which we had made a week 
previous, "limits" had been set as a 
radius of one mile from camp, And now 
the Air Cords was giving us about a 200- 
hunéred mile circle in which we could 
fly,- Boston to the North, Washington to 
the South and Middletown to the West, We 
were to be alluwed to take cross-country 
flights anywhere within the area bounded 
d these cities. The mobility of the 
Air ye was made most evident. 

Our first flights were scheduled for 
Monday morning. But all day Sunday the 
l cadets haunted the line and the hangars 
!hopinz to get a ride. And from then on 
» there was hardly auy time between dinner 
;and taps when there were not at least a 
i'dozen cadets standing around the Opera- 
| tions Building waiting for someone in 

| flying clothes to appear, 

Our ground instruction began on Sunday 
morning. At the Post Theatre we were 
weicomed to Mitchel Field by Colonel 
Walter H, Frank, the Commanding Officer. 
Following his talk, we were given in- 
struction on the ee me ae safety pre- 
cautions, etc., with special emphasis 
upon their adjustment and use, 

Those of us who were in the second 
trip section were greatly disappointed 
on Monday morning. The weather which 
had been good wille we were at West Point 
now played us double, Mist and rain 
"like the gentle dew from heavan" were 
all over the field. But, like the 
‘quality of mercy," it was not strained. 
ather, it resembled in consistency a 

V-7482, A.C. 

















rich grade of thick pea soup, Men who 
lived on Long Island gloomily predicted 
that the weather would last a week, But, 
with flying out of the pees. we went 
ahead with ground school, completing 
both Monday's and Tuesday's work, to 
give us time to make up for lost flying 
ours when the weather lifted. In spite 
of the weather, a few cadets spent most 
of their time on the line, watching the 
red flag and looking for a lift in the 
sky. 
esday was clear and we began our fly- 
ing. The course of instruction included 
both flying in various types of ships 
and ground instruction. n the regular 
schedule, the flying was done in the 
morning end the ground instruction was 
given in the afternoon, 

The ym instruction consisted of a 
familiarization flight, a bombing mis- 
sion, an observation flight and en hour 
with the PT-13's. 

Our bombing mission was off Fishers 
Island. The flight took off early in 
the morning, and we dropped our bombs on 
a target towed by the Coast Guard. The 
cadets were in the rear of the ships,and 
we were abdle to observe the bombing 
througa the machine gun trap. At least, 
we observed until we suddenly realized 
that we were hanging out over eight 
thousand feet of nothing, with our quick 
attachable parachutes hanging in their 
racks about six feet away. 

Witaout a doudt, the greatest thrills 
Came in the PT's, Here the Air Corps 
made and lost converts, and each man 
Came down to be greeted with the ominous 
"Did you?" Some did and some didn't, but 
there were no flights which had not some 
aftermath of the bucket and sponge. 

The ground instruction was less excit- 
ing but equally interesting. It includ- 
ed a tour of the field, with explanations 
of the work which was being carried on 
in the different departments. The cadets 
found of greatest interest the photo- 
erepbac section and the parachute pack~ 

ng building. Included also in the 
ground instruction were lectures on the 
theory and practice cf bombing, naviga- 
tion, photography and meteorology. 

Dur their free time, the cadets 
took full advantage of the recreational 
and social opportunities which Mitchel 
Field and Long Island offered. The 
swimming pool and the tennis courts were 
seldom vacant, and every day some of the 
cadets could be found at the Cherr 
Valley Country Club or at other ne 
Ang g0lf courses. During one afternoon 
and evening, a picnic was held at Jones 
Beach for cadets and their guests, and 

On another eveni there was dancing and 
per at the Officers' Club. 

was the Mitchel Field trip of 
1937, Those of us who have piping Air 
Corps and Randolph came back to West 
Point more enthusiastic than ever. Those 
of us who still think in terms of bat- 


fetbor-| 


4 





| teries or platoons certainly had no re- 
srets over the bebe. We had gained a 
ot, had new experiences and a really 
good time. And we most certainly had 
not lost anything - except maybe a 
breakfast or 60.. ‘ 
m=O U0 oe - = 


BUSY BOMBERS AT NICHOLS FIELD 


A new training year is well under way 
in the yong sage Drawing fresh per- 
sonnel from the July transport, the 28th 
Bombardment Squadron settled down after 
| "Boat Week" and put "shoulder to the 
| Wheel," : 

i wo classes every morning, with flying 
wedged in between rainy season's showers 
leaves little time "a-waste-ing.' 


a rSkipgy Harbold," says the News 
Letter 


orrespondent, "gives us Naviga- 
tion every morning from 7:30 to 3:30, 
and 'Paddy' Ryan teaches Bomb Sights 
'from 11:00 to 11:30 a.m, “Five B-I0B's 
with combat crews to train gives us 
something to work for. Things look 
‘businesslike as we square away for 
|aerial gunnery within the fortnight. The 
'present set-up includes seven officers 
|}assigned, all First Lieutenants - E.H. 

| (Wamp) Porter, commanding; N.B. Harbold, 
| Adjutant; T.S. (To Power, Engineer- 
ing Officer; H. Harris, Mess Officer; 
and new arrivals - J.A. Miller (on May 
transport), Armament and Supply Officer; 
D.N, Motherwell, Operations Officer; 
W.W, Bowman, Commnications Officer. The 
attachsd pilots include Lieut. Colonel 
Ralph Royce, new Department Air Officer; 
Lieut. Colonel Thomas S. Voss, Group and 
Post Commander, and lst Lieuis. F.A 
Pillet, J.P. Ryan and H.L. Mace. Major 
D.S. Seaton is attached as our only 
ebserver." 








---000--~ 
MAXWELL FIELD OFFICERS AT AIR RACES 


Captain Pratt and Lieut, Aring, Air 
Corps, of Maxwell Field, Ala., were in 
attendance at the Air Races at Cleveland, 
Chio, from August 3lst. Captain Pratt, 
| the Technical Photographic Officer at 
| Maxwell Field, was on duty at tie Air 
| Races in connection with photographic 
| Work, Lieut. Aring is a member of the 
| "Sky Larks" from Maxwell Field. This 

team staged daily demonstrations in 
acrobatics at the ay Races. 
rt o1eler rt 





| 


| The 2lst Reconnaissance Squadron of 
Langley Field, Va., participated in the 
West Coast Exercise during August by 
performing frequent reconnaissance and 
surveillance missions with the YOA-5 fro: 
a base at Hamilton Field. The "Duck," 
now known in the Squadron as the "Queen 
Mary," was piloted by Major Hugh C. 


Downey, Squadron Commander, and Captain 
V-7482, A.C. 


James M, Fitzmaurice. 








WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS IN STORE FOR THE FLYING CADET 







gay IEUT. Beirne Lay, Jr., Air Reserve, 
a6 @ graduate of the Air Corps Train- 
4 ing Center, Class of July, 1933, 
gee and now on extended active duty at 
angley Field, Va., gives a straight to 
the shoulder talk to the students of the 
Air Corps Pipes | Center in an editori- 
al in the August issue of THE TEE, pub- 
lished by the Flying Cadet Battalion of 
Randolph Field. 
Lieut. is the author of the book 

5. wanted : nes in hear using oe 
anguage oO ying an men, he 
has drawn word pictures of his sensa- 
tions and ressions during his flying 
career exactly as he felt them, Lieut. 


states: 
tay 8 I remember rightly, the thought 
uppermost in a Flying Cadet's mind aside 
from 'can I get through the course?’ is 
‘suppose I do get out of Kelly with en- 
broidery over the left pocket. t 
have I got? Is there any future in a 
few years. of active duty with a tactical 
unit followed by a Steve Brodie into the 
cold outside world? Have I made a ring- 
tailed monkey of myself by tossing away 
some of my best years learning to be a 
birdy and go by-by in the clouds when I 
might have spent the time moving in on 
the ground floor of the job at which 
I'll spend the rest of life? What 
are my chances of a regular commission? 
Do I want one if I can get it -- is the 
Army Air Corps a good life? Have I join- 
ed the tail end of a bread line with a 
fatal crack-up at the other end, sooner 
or later?! 

Those are a lot of questions. Nobody 
can answer them for everybody. But as 
an alumnus with a bit of active rhe - 
der his belt and some swell living in a 
pen ob behind him, I'll fire a couple 
of short bursts at the target. In the 
first place, anyone who goes down to 
Randolph and gets thro Kelly is mild- 
ly insane. For that reason, if for no 
other, he will enjoy life more than the 
other fellow from there on out, come 
what will, Five years' active duty will 
give him money in the bank and more than 

he minimum hours neces for an air- 
line co-pilot's ticket. e boys I know 
who have gone with lines tell me it's a 
damn good life, too. They like it. They 
have a future, And they haven't been 
was ying any time on the way, either, for 
many of the lines no longer take on any 
but Aon trained pilots. If you're go- 
ing to be a bombardment pilot, you may 
get invaluable experience with four-en- 
ine equipment. Reserve officers are 
ogging time as co-pilots on the B-17's 
right now. 


ar commissions? I've been hearing 
about them for four years. So far there 
has been no wholesale handout of them, 
But 310 Douglas B-18's are being deliv- 


=H. 





ered to the Service and an effort made 
in other categories to bring airplane 
strength up to the authorized strength 
of 2320. omebody's got to fly them, 
It looks like regular commissions to me 
before your five years are = (ee 

And the Air Corps life? Like any 
other life, you can make of it what you 
will. However, there are a few side 
dishes to the main Blue Plate of an or- 
dinary job: ACAEEDL REP ORRAS mobility - 
trips to all parts of the U.S. at no ex- 
pense; variety and, occasionally, ex- 
citement; relative absence of back-mif- 
ing and of pe with the ~ 
Jones's'; a full month's vacation a 
year; and last but not least, fresh air, 
the outdoors, the sun shining on you in- 
stead of a dome light above an office 


desk, 
And the chances of getting b a 
in oe 
Army airplanes. 


off? They kill more of them 
tubs than they do in 

you're a fatalist, and you will be if 
you've ever had a crash, and walked 
away from it, you won't worry about the 
‘hazards! of milit flying. You'll 
know that somebody else is calling the 
plays, whether you're an interior deco- 
rator or a steeplejack, 


There are some of my classmates who 
wouldn't agree with much of what I've 


If 


said. pas Bay: 'I like the airlines 
better.’ Or: 'the Army's a waste of 
time. Where does it Or: 


get you?! 
on the outside 
any day.' But if you pinned them dow, 
they'd admit that the government doesn't 
owe them a thing. That they don't, and 
never will, regret a single day — 
spent in Texas in a Flying Cadet uni- 
form or on active duty. t it's 
given them something. That they've GOT 
something, " 


Battalion Commander Hal B, Armstrong, 
of the May, 1937, Class at the Air 
Corps Primary Flying School, Randolph 
Field, Texas, expressed the following 

eeting to the members of the July 

937, Class through the columns of THE 
Tes in the issue referred to in the pre- 
ceding article; 

"It is with a feeling of pride that 
we of the upper class of March, 1937, 
welcome the class of July, 193, Al- 
though we have been Flying Cadets for 
only five short months, we have already 
realized the marvelous opportunity that 
awaits you. You, and you alone, are 
the ones to take odvadboan of it - we 
of the upper class are behind you to a 
mean, 

Many of you have left your homes and 

loved ones for a life that is entirely 

strange to you, You are embarking on a 
Career that has been —_ life-long am- 
bition, noes yourgelves as qui as 
(Continued on Page 9.). 
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The War Department announced on 
September lst that the new multi-seater 
te pet technically known as the XFN-1, 
built by the Bell Aircraft Company pe 
Buffalo, mede its initial trial flight 
at the Municipal airport at Buffalo on 
that date. e flight was entirely suc- 
cessful, 

No plane »f recent times has created 
more speculation or has been watched 
with greater interest by observers than 
this new fighter since the War Depart- 
ment first on July 19ta announced that 
it had been completed and delivered to 
the airport for tuning up prior to ini- 
tial flight tests. 

Lieut. Benjamin §. Kelsey, Air Corps, 
flew the plane on ite first flight. He 
was assigned by the a Air ee 
Experimental Division at Wright Field 
to make the performance flignts. Lieut. 
Kelsey flew the new high-powered, twin- 
engined, low wing ee for more then 
an hour in the vicinity of the field 
at Buffalo, putting it through its 

aces; at first vette and ¢ td and 
inally trying out all the controls at 
various speeds. Upon landing he ex- 


ease of control and general flight 
characteristics, 

Questioned by the designers and 
builders and by interested Air Corps 
observers who hai followed closely every 
maneuver of the plane while aloft, 
Lieut. Kelsey said: 

"I have been standing by for several 
weeks, watching the plane checked and 
tested on the ground; I was anxious to 
get it in the air, for, as you know, 
after all, airplanes have to do their 
stuff in the air to justify their ex- 
istence, I was anxious to get my hands 
on this one to see if it was as good as 
it looked. It was too early to say how 
it will work out through ail its tests, 
that will take time - complete perforn- 
ance data obviously have not yet been 
collected, These tests will be contin- 
ued at Wright Field where I have orders 
to deliver the plane soon. However, I 
am very well pleased with what this ship. 
showed to and I am delighted that I 
have been given the 1 ered to run 
the flight tests on it," 

The -l is designed with the idea 
that there is os need for a fighter 
Capable of coping with the giant Bombers 
of the so-called "Flying Fortress" type. 
It is expected that this plane will have 
sufficient speed to overhaul these large 
fast Bombers and the gun power to cope 
with them successfully when engaged. 

The multi-seater fighter will soon go 
to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for final 
oe tests, after which it is expect- 
ed t it will be sent to the GHQ Air 
Force,. Langley Field, Va., where it. will 
be flown in competition with other craft 
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Auw.'S MULTI-SEATER FIGHTER MAKES FIRST FLIGHT AT BUFFALO 


|more powerful armament than ever 
| carried on a fighter. 


| sering Corporat 
pressed satisfaction at its performance, | Air Corps engineers. 


' carried in compartments in its 
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and a new set of tactics worked out for 
its employment. . 

The plane contains some radical depar- 
tures from conventional military design. 


To begin with, it is a pusher - its prd- 
pellers are behind the wings.. ac ge sa 
ane 


revo lutionary — in modern ai 
construction. Engineers believe that 
this will give increased ee effici- 
ency. This arrangement permits the wing 
ners, One on either wing, to have a 
ree field of fire and observation to the 
front, uninterrupted by engine or propel- 
ler. This change in design also frees 
the gunners from having to work in the 
propeller blast, a handicap to gun maneuv- 
er and accuracy. 
It is believed that this plane will de- 
velop sufficient speed to overhaul any 
air targets. This plane has six S, 
efore 
It also carries 
light bombs. It accommodates a crew of 
five, pilot, co-pilot-navigator, radio 
Operator-zunner, and two cutboard wing 
gunners, .It is powered by two engines 
recently aco ee by the Allison. in- 
on in conjunction with 
All gasoline is 
giant 
wings, This materially reduces the fire 
hazard, 
The new monoplane embodies all the 
latest design devices to increase its 
speed and alr-worthiness. Its landing 
gear and tail wueel are electrically re- 


|tractible, It carries fiaps to reduce 
|} its landi —. It provides heated 
compartments for all members of its crew, 


which will be needed at its figuting 
ceiling, over thirty thousand feet. 

It contains some new and radical de- 
partures which may have far-reaching sig- 
nificance for the civil air industry as 
well as the military. Amo these are 
its power plant location and its pusher 
propellers, and the auxiliary power 
plags for retracting landing gear. for 

ights, radio and starters. e auxili- 
ary plant drives nine electric motors, 
taxing this load off the two engines 
which drive the propellers. This new 
fighter can continue to transmit radio 
messages after forced landing when its 
main pousr lants are cead, 

An innovation in this plane is the in- 
lr agers. np gig of any or all members 
of the crew, e wing gunners can travel 
between tneir stations and the main fuse- 
lage while in flignt; the co-pilot can 
change places with the pilot, the radio 
operator can man the guns; ail stations 
have inter-communication, The advantage- 
ous location of the wing gunners in front 
of the engines permits them to see the 
ta id meking visual signals practicable 

etween all members of the crew. Com-. 


Plete telephone inter-commnication is... “— 
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also provided, 
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"ITERVOUS SHOE LACES" AND "JITTERY HANDS" 


The above heading would seem to be an 
appropriate one for the article on the 
Automatic Landing me the authors of 
which are Captains Carl J. Crane and 
George V. Holloman, Air oy oe They say, 
referring to the series of tests conduct- 
ed turcugh the last two oe in connec~ 
tion with the automatic landing system, 
that this line of endeavor brought up 
many humorous incidents, not the least 
of waich have been such terms as "nervous 
shoe laces" and "jittery hands" which 
have always. been evident to the observer 
watching the pilot keep "hands off" dur- 
ang See automatic landings. 

_ The article by Captains Crane and 
Holloman is quoted, as follows: 

"Nuch has been written in recent months 
ree iy, | the paneoees equation during 
flight and the influence cf this e uation 
on accident rates. The newer deveiop- 
ments in modern aircraft, te insure high 
performance, have required an increasing 
number of cockpit devices, all of waich 
demand the attention of the pilot at some 
time or other during any given flight. 

Pilots have felt and expressed tls 
need for simplification of the various 
controls that must be manipulated and 
have expressed the need for this simpli- 
fication in no uncertain terms. This 
simplification means that many cf the 
functions now performed by the pilot in 
flight control and navigation msi be 
done autematically, The landing of air- 
craft is no exception to this general 
trend, With this in mind, the personnel 
cf the Materiel Division over two years 
ago began active prosecution of develop- 
ment work to simplify the procedure of 
instrument landing by making it automat- 
ic. 

For over a year Air Corps test air- 
Planes have been flcwn automatically 
over distances that have indicated the 
thorough reliability of the devices em- 


ployed. This was one step in the per- 
ection of automatic lancing. The 
features therefore that are built into 


the automatic eo systom are not 
Only useful for the landing bout are used 
throughout the entire flight of the air- 
Plane across the radio navigetional aids 
with which the United States is proviced 
Test airplanes from Wright Fielc have 
been flown automatically from Wright 
Field as far as Texas and return under 
automatic control. Several flighis have 
also been made from Wrignt Field via 
Buffalo, New York, to Newark, New Jersey, 
and from there via Langley Field, Va., 
to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Obvious- 
iy the automatic lending involves other 
factors besides control of direction, 
These factors are control of altitude, 
engine CORERR et -Geeee control and further 
engine control after landing. 

ith the provision of the Air Corps 


automatic landing system in an airplane 
and with the installation of the new 
."Z" type radio range beacons, the air- 
plane may be flown automatically from 
station to station, from East to West 
Coast. If we imagine a group of the 
future "Z" type radio ranges placed in 
@ line joining the runway of the landing 
field and extending to a point five 
miles therefrom, some idea will be gain- 
ed of the essential features of the Air 
Corps automatic landing system, By ref- 
erence to Figure 1 which represents the 
path of flight and lending made by the 
Army C-14 Cargo airplane on Monday, — 
August 23, 1957, a generally clear idea 
will be obtained of the path of the air- 
lane in the horizontal plane. Figure 

2 represents a vertical view of the air- 
plane flight path and landing path which 
the Ari airplane followed in executing 
weat is believed to be the world's first 
entirely automatic airplane landing. The 
two diagrams above mentioned should be 
| self-explanatory and in taemselves are 
| evidence of the continuation of develop- 
iment on the Air Corps system of instru- 
| ment landing. 
On Monday, August 23, 1937, after 
|Over two years Of intensive research and 
| design with respect to automatic control 
features and automatic flight procedure, 
two entirely automatic landings were 
made in the period of an hour under ad- 
verse air and wind conditions + Captain 
Carl J. Crans, Director of the Instru- 
ment and Navigation Laboratory; 
Captein George V. Holloman, Assistant Di 
rector of the Laboratory, and Mr. Ray- 
mond K, Stout, project engineer in auto- 
matic landing. Since that time addition 
al landings have been made in which dis- 
interested personnel have been carried 
as obsorvers on the flights in order to 
check tie various factors entering into 
the fully automatic lanaings performed. 

In the execution of an automatic land- 
ing, using the Air Corps system, it is 
necessary for the pilot of the airplane 
to bring the airplane to a definite alti 
| tuce, determinec by the sensitive alti- 
meter, and to place the airplane within 
j the range of radio reception of the 
‘grounc. ragio facilities. It is, of 
|course. desirable to place the airplane 
generally in the direction in which it 
is expected to land, but this is not ne- 
cessary as was determined in flight, an 
can be understood See to Figure 
l,in which the airplane was actually 
anges in a position which headed it 

80° eway from the direction of final 
landing. When the pilot has placed the 
airplane t a selected altitude in the 
vic ety 20 miles or less) of the land. 
ing field, the master landing switch is 
closed and the eee proceeds through 
the following routine in accomplishing 
Go V-7482, A.C. 
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the automatic mee ge 
a. The selected altitude is automat- 
ically maintained and the airplane's 
heading is c ed so that it flies in 
the direction of the radio guiding sta- 
tion most remotely located from the land- 


ing runway. 
. The altitude control device main- 
tains the proper altitude during the ini- 
tial approach as just noted. The direc- 
tional relay interlocks the radio com- 
pass and the gyro ye and therefore 
Causes the change in heading of the air- 
plane. Adjacent to this relay is the 
radio compass, the frequency of which is 
automatically set by the interaction of 
the marker beacon receptor working in 
conjunction with the Me gg selector. 
The _s of the airplane is informed as 
to the correctness of automatic pede, 
by °bserving the frequency selector indi- 
cator. Through the automatic and cooper- 
ative action of these devices, the air- 
tp heads to the compass guiding sta- 
ion farthest from the field as saown in 
the diagram. Upon reaching that station 
the rinks mage is automatically changed 
to Station No, 3, where it is again auto- 
matically changed to the frequency of 
Station No. 2, where the frequency is 

ain automatically changed fo that of 
Staticn No, 1, while at the same time 
the engine throttle is a 
ere by the throttle engine. e 
throttle engine is interconnected with 
the altitude control in such a maaner 
that should the airplane reach its mini- 
mum altitude prior to reaching radis 
station No, 1, the throttle engine will 
be so actuated to control the airplane 
in such a manner that it will maintain 
accurately the minimum altitude required 
for the operation of the automatic land- 
ing syeten. 
ter passing Station iio. 1, the 
throttle engine is so actuated that the 
airplane maintains a selected glide 
angle and rate of descent until ground 
contact is made. When ground contact is 
made, the throttle engine is further ac- 
tuated by the landing gear switches, 
which in turn causes the engine to be 
idled and proper brake application made. 

At the present writing, the automatic 
landing system has been flown so that 
all of the landings made to date have 
been made under cross wind conditions 
varying in intensity as high as eleven 
miles per hour, In at least of the 
automatic landings made, the air condi- 
tions have been moderately rough. 

The Sperry Gyro Pilot has been used 
throughout as the automatic flight con- 
trol features of the airplane. Certain 
additions to the Sperry Pilot have been 
potesned in order to provide for the 
automatic control of direction. 
The automatic landing system wae 4o- 
sienge Captain Curl J. Crane, Dircc- 

or 0 
oratory at ‘right Field, and working with 








| ford a 4,000-foot runway, 150 feet wide 
| for the heavier type airplanes. 
| extend 200 feet past the east end of the 


Captain George V. Holloman had conduct- 
ed practically all of the flight tests 
waich have brought to a successful con- 
clusion the automatic xewekng system, 
The various units of automatic control 
were designed by the above noted offi- 
cers, Mr. Raymond K, Stout, project en- 
gineer, and Mir. C.D. Barbulesco of the 
Signal Corps Aircraft Radio Laboratory, 
which laboratory assisted materially in 
the design and construction of various 
units entering into the automatic land- 
ing system, é 
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Flying Cadet's Future 
Ceattmet from Page5) 
possible to the ways of the Service anc 
analyze yourself with a cesire to dis- 
close those characteristics which a suc- 
cessful officer in tae Air Corps must 
have and then do your utmost to develop 
hem. For instance, have you obedience, 
nitiative and perseverance? 

Your course is hard, not only in fly- 
ing, but also in ground school, There 
wild be occasions when you will feel 
like  sarowens in the sponge', and ad- 
mitting defeat. However, if you do. 
weaken or refuse to give the vest you 
have, it is better that you be eliminat- 
ed - a man who does his duty half way 
is worse than nore at all. Unfortunate- 
ly, flying is an art in which all of us 
cannot becowe proficient. It is no dis- 
grace to washout on the Le bg line if 
you can say truthfully that you have 
given your best. You are the ones we 
are sorry to lose. se * Ml 

m=O 0 --— 


CONSTRUCTION AT MARCH FIELD 


Under the supervision of the Construct 
ing Quartermaster, extension and re- 
page rg of the south side of the land- 
ing mat is under way at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif. , 

When completed, the project will af- 


i 


It wil 
3550-foet mat, and 250 feet past the 
west end. 

This new runwey vd dL geet iy facili- 
tate the increasing traffic into March 
Field of the newer type bombing planes. 
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All of the senior officers ef the 2nd 
Bombardment Group, Langley Field. Va., 
Tecent received from vhe War De tment 


| the rating of Military ay! pe Pilot. 


"The officers and men of this Group," 
Says tho ews Letter Correspondent, "wish 
tiem more successful years and hours 
in the Air Corps and trust that their 


iaviation future will not be as hazardcus 
e Instrument and Navigation Lab- as the-past." 
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BIOGRAPHIES 





LIEUT, COLONEL CHARLES T, PHILLIPS 


Lieut. Colonel Charles T, Phillips,Air 
Corps, now on duty in Washington, D.C., 
as a member of the War Department Gener- 
al Staff, was born at Tuliahoma, Tenn., 
July 10, 1889, He attended preparatory 
school in Tennessee; the Gordon Institute 
at Barnesville, Ga., for one year, and, 
after completing his sophomore year at 
the University of ree a, Athens, Ga., 
he was engaged in civil engineering work 
for one year and then entered the news- 
paper field as reporter, special corres- 
pondent and special writer for the 
Atlanta JO L. 


eer eg me | as a private in the 5th 
eh oo Infantry in March, 1916, Colonel 
Phillips, on April 19th of that year, was 


a pointed a lst Lieutenant. On June 20, 
19.6, when his regiment was mobilized 
and mustered into the Federal service,he 
was sent to the mobilization camp at 
Macon, Ga., in command of a company. He 
served in this capacity until a few weels 
after the arrival of this —— at El 
Pago, Texas, for Mexican Border patrol 
duty, when he was attached for duty and 
instruction to the 34th U.S. Infantry. 

Following attendance at garrison 
school and commanding a cempany of that 
regiment for several months, he was at- 
tached to the l22nd Infantry, and for a 
brief mt be served as company commander 
with that ats 

zn July, 1917, Celonel Phillips was 
ordered to Wilbur Wright Field, Fair- 
field, Ohio, for flying training. Dur- 
ing the course wf this training, he serv- 
ed as assistant to the commanding officer 
of cadet sgenereas, and later as field 
supply officer, as commanding officer of 
the 44th Aero foes and as commanding 
officer of the Z2llth Aero Squadron. On 
December 29, 1917, he reported at 
Gerstner Field, Lake Charles, La., for 
advanced traini in Pursuit aviation. 
In addition to his duties as a student 
he served as assistant to the officer 
charge 2f flying and as instructur of 
cadets in Guard Duty, Army Regulations 
and officers' duties. 

Upon his graduation frum the Pursuit 
School at Gerstner Field, he reported on 
May 8, 1918, at the School ef Aerial 
Gunnery, Selfridge Field, Mich., where 
he was on duty as assistant to the offi- 
cer in an of flying and as assistant 
to the chief instructor at the schoel. 
On October 10, 1918, he was ordered to 
the Aviatien Concentration Depot at 
Garden City, L.I., New York, for trans- 
portation overseas, but the Armistice 
was signed while he was awaiting trans- 
portation, 

Assigned to the lst Provisional Wing 
at Mineola, L.I., New York, Colonel 
Phillips served for a brief period with 


in 


the 48th Aero Squadron and then with the 
Slst Aero Squadron, He commanded the 
latter organization from December 6, 
1918, to January 10, 1919, and for a 
short time was personnel adjutant. Dur- 
ing April and May, 1918, he was on duty 
with the Eastern Flight of the Victory 
Loan Circus. On May 24, 1919, he was 
assigned as Commanding Officer of the 
ord Aero Squadron at Hazelhurst Field, 
L.I., New York, and on June 28th en- 
trained with this organization for the 
Philippine Islands. 

Colonel Phillips was stationed at 
Cuartel de Espana, Manila, from August 
Eo tap ang 9 me £10. 1921 

€ ampanga, until Augus : ‘ 
In addition to his duties as commanding 
officer, he also served as Adjutant and 
Personnel Adjutant of the field and 
later as commanding efficer thereof 


until the expiration of his tour of 
duty in the ae Sy 
Upon his return to the United States, 


he was, in September, 1921, assigned as 
‘student at the Field Officers School at 
Langley Field, Va., and he graduated 





therefrom cn June 15th of the following 
|year. He was then assigned as Instruc- 
itor, Air Service, Maryland National 
'Guard, with statievn at Logan Field near 
|Baltimore, Md. While on this assign- 
|ment, he was on temporary duty in the 
|'Militia Bureau, Washington, D.C., from 
June 4 to December 7, 1923, and from 
November 5, 1925, to January 2, 1926. 
From ‘Deceriber 7, 1923, 1 he per- 
formed additiomal duty as Air Officer 
of the 3rd Corps Area, Baltimore, Md. ; 
las assistant to the Chief of Staff 

G-l, and as assistant to the Recruiting 
Officer, rd Corps Area. 

Assigned to the Office of the Chief 
of the Militia Bureau, January 2, 1926, 
Colonel Phillips was «<n duty therein 
until September 15, 1929, when he was 
assigned as a student to take the ad- 
vanced course of instruction at the 
Infantry School at Fort Benning, Ga. 
Following his graduation from this 
school, on June 10, 1930, he was assign- 
ed to station at Maxwell Field, Ala., 
where for brief periods he served as 
Commanding Officer and as Executive Of- 
ficer until August 22, 1930, when he’ 
reported fer duty as a student at the 
Command and General Staff School at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, Graduating 
from the two-year course at this school, 
he attended the Army War College, Wash- 
ington, D.C., for one year, an as 
his graduation therefrom on June 27, 
1933, and following the completion of a 
five weeks' course at the Chemical War- 
fare School at Edgewood Arsenal, Md., 
he was assigned to station at March 
Field, Riverside, Calif., where from. 








aoe 23, 1933, to 


November 2, 1933, 
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he commanded the 9th Bombardment Squad- 
ron, and thereafter served as Executive 
Officer of the 7th Bombardment Group wuw- 
til November, 1934, when he was trans- 
ferred to the Panama Canal Department. 

During his two-year tour of duty in 
Panama, Colonel Phillips served, first, 
as Executive Officer of the 19th Compos~ 
ite Wing and later, in the order given, 
as Operations Officer of the 18th Pur- 
suit Group, Albrook Field; Adjutant; 
Acting Air Officer cf the Panama Canal 
Department, and emer 4 Officer of 
Albroox Field and the 18th Pursuit Group. 
In September, 1936, he entered upon his 
duties as a member of the War Department 
General Staff. 

Colonel Phillips was commissioned a 
lst Lieut., Signal Cerps (temporary) 
August 5, 1917, and promoted to Captain, 
August 29, 1918. He was commissioned a 
Captain in the Air Service, Regular Arny, 
July 1, 1920, and pret to Major, Air 
Corps, July 1, 1931, and to Lieut. 
Colonel (temp.) March 4, 1935, He holds 

e flying ratings of "Airplane Pilot" 
and "Airplane pies, al 
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LIEUT. COLONEL HUBERT V. HOPKINS 


Lieut. Colonel Hubert V. Hopkins, Air 
Corps, now on duty as Chief of the Indus- 
trial War Plans Section, Materiel Divi- 
sion, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, was 
bern at Colorado Springs, Colo., Juiy 
10, 1889. He graduated from the Colo- 
rado Springs High School in 1908 and 
from the University of Washington State 
in 1916, receiving the degree of Bachelar 
of Science in Chemical Engineering. Dur- 
ing the summer of 1914, he attended the 
War | engee Military Training —- 
for college students at Monterey, Calif. 
While a student at the Washington Univer- 
sity, he enlisted in the end Infantry 
Regiment, Washington National Guard,and 
after less than two years' service was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in that 
organization on November 26, 1916. He 
served for four months as Acting Regi- 
mental Adjutant, eight months as aide de 
ap to the Adjutant General, State of 
Washington, and four months on recruit- 
ing duty. He was promoted to lst Lieut. 
of ey gee Washington National Guard, 
March 9, 1 17, and assigned to duiy as 
Battalion Adjutant, On August 5, 1917, 
he accepted a commission as lst Lieut., 
U.S. Army, and was assigned to the i6lst 
Infantry at me Mills, L.I., New York. 

On November 19, 1917, Colonel Hopkins 
accepted a commission as lst Lieutenant, 
Signal Corps (temp.) and was assigned to 
the Headquarters of the Spruce Production 
corporation at the aviation cantonment 
&t Vancouver Barracks, Wash., and attach- 
ed to peecener tere, casual detachment. 

He was on duty with the 41lth Aero Con- 
Straction Squadron from January 1 to 24, 





1918; with the 602nd Aero Supply Squad- 


ron to March 1, 1918, and with the 604th 
Aero supply Squadron to May 1, 1918 
During all this time he also served as 
Adjutant of the casual detachment and as 
Exchange Officer. On June 12, 1918, he 
was assigned as Commanding Officer of 
the 13th Company, casual detachment, 

and he continued as such until August 2, 
1918, when he was assigned as Assistant 
to the District Supervisor, Willapa Bay 
District, Spruce Production Corporaticn, 
with station at Raymond, Wash. He per- 
formed this duty until Februarv 11,1919, 
when he was transferred to Washington, 
D.C., and assigned to duty in the Per- 
sonnel Department of the Bureau of Air- 
craft Production, the functions cf which 
department were subsequently transferred 
to the Personnel Division, Office cf the 
Chief of Air Service. He also served as 
Supply and Property Officer cf the Per- 
sonne! Division and as recorder of vari- 
ous boards of officers. 

Relieved from duty in the Office of 
the Chief of Air Service, March 10, 1921, 
Colonel Hopkins was assigned to the Army 
Balloon School at Ross Field, Arcadia, 
Calif., as student to pursue the courss 
of instruction thereat, and which course 
he eg, oe on October 29, 1921. There- 
after he continued on duty at the Bal- 
loon School as Engineering Officer and 
as Instructor in Topography, Map Read- 
ing, Aerial Photography and Aeronautical 
Instruments. On May 1, 1922, be began 
the course in airshin piloting. _ 

Transferred to Scott Field, Belleville, 
Ill., he served as Instructcr at the 
Balloon and Airship School at that field 
from August 20 to September 23, 1922, 
when he was transferred to Langley Field, 
Va., for duty as student at the Field 
Officers School, which designation was 
subsequently changed to the Air Service 
Tactical School. Graduating from this 
school on June 15, 1923, he was trans- 
ferred to Kelly Field, Texas, for duty 
and training with the 10th School Group, 
taking the Observation course at the 
Advanced Flying School. On November 11, 
1923, he was assigned as Commanding Offi- 
cer of the 42nd School Squadron, and he 
performed this duty until January 2,1924, 
when he was assigned as Instructor at 
the Advanced Flying School. 

In February, i924, Colonel Hopkins was 
transferred to the Hawaiian Tepartment. 
He was assigned to the 4th Observation 
Squadron at Wheeler Field, Schofield 
Barracks, on April 14th, and was on duty 
&@s Commanding Officer of Flight "B" and 
as Transpcrtation Officer. He assumed 
command of the Squadren in November, 
1924, On January 9, 1925, he was as- 
signed as Assistant Air Officer of the 
Hawaiian Department, serving as such un- 
til November 26, 1937, He sexved as Act-. 
ing Air Officer until May 25, 1928. 

Upon his return to the mainland, he 
was assigned to the Materiel Division at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for duty in 
(Continued on top of Page 13). 
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WHY THE WEATHER? 


A Canadian newspaper recently publish- 
ed the eter under the above heading 


"Wind at wil In these days of = 
rh wey nee is very important, It is 
also ortant to the Caribs who prac- 


tice the art not only of making the wind 
blow but of stopping it also. They 
whistle and wave their hands ai a rain 
cloud to drive it away or in another ci- 
rection. To quiet a storm, they chew 
the cassava root and spit it into the 
eir and sea to pacify the spirit Zemeen, 
who ¢ be hungry. 
able wind they strike the stern of their 
canoes with an arrow. The custom of 
whistling to raise a wind is very wide- 


spread, These childish beliefs and prac- 


tices, if illogical, are interesting." 
A constant reader of the Air Corps 


News Letter who read this item was great- 


ly impressed with it and, being of 
Scotch descent and a firm believer in 
economy, with particular reserence to 
the + rer, he saw at once great pos- 
sibilities for effecting reductions in 
spercpesestons for the military estab- 
lishment. The deeper his mind wandered 
into the sudject the greater these pos- 
sibilities presented themselves. 

Since tae subject matter of the above 
newspaper clipping had reference to the 
weather, it was natural for the WN. L. 
Reader first of all to recall to mind 
the recently created Weather Service of 
the Army Air Corps. iow, the scheme he 
unfolds to effec wifey. in appropria- 
pow for the Army Air Corps is as fol- 

ows: 

First, to abolish completely the new 
and expensive weather set-up; next, have 
the Materiel Division take the place of 
those dealers in black magic (Weather 
Bureau). To the normal functions of the 
Materiel Division should be added a new 
and very important task, namely, to take 
care of the procurement and cistribution 
of the Cassava Root. The Materiel Divi- 
sion is to equip each airplane with a 
ration to eac 
issues to be made according to the size 
of the ship and the crew; then all hands 
by the GHQ efficiency count, can chew, 
spit and poos ty: the reather. 

With this accomplished, there would be 
no necessity in supporting a Weather 

eau, De-icers would be legislated 
out of existence and, above all, air- 
Planes could come and go at all hours, 
pore of Mother Nature, 

ven gotten thus far, our reader 
grows even more enthusiastic, and he 
g0es on to say that the adoption of his 
scheme will remove a lot of flying risk, 
prevent many ager nd and tend to make 
airplanes last indefinitely. 

He cautions the N.L. Editor not to 
tell Rube Goldberg about the scheme, as 
Me first wants to obtain a patent on 


~iae 


o divert an unfavor- 


member of the combat crew, 





| SEARCH FOR FLYING CADET GUY W. EDGERTON 
| By the Kelly Field Correspondent 

_. The mysterious disappearance of Flying 
Cadet Guy W. Edgerton, while returning 
from a cross-country training flight 
from Kelly Field to Barksdale Field has 
not yet been solved, Thirteen student 
‘flyers from the Attack Section of the 
Air Corps Advanced Flyliug School set cut 
on a navigation flight tc Barksdale 
Field on August Oth, under the leader- 
' ship of 2nd Lieut. Edward F, Cullerton, 
|Air Reserve. They arrived in due time, 
and at dusk set out for the return trip. 
| Shortly after they left Barksdale Fiel 
_they encountered a severe thunderstorm, 

/ covering a wide area and blocking their 
vath, Twelve students landed safely; 
five returning to Barksdale Tield, two t 
Waco, one to Houston, two tc Austin and 
two to Kelly Field, The thirteenth man, 
Andie Cadet Edgerton, has not yet been 
' found, . 

| §cheduled training was immediately dis 
| co.tinueé and all available pilocts cf 
Melly Field were sent on an intensive 

| search of areas in which he probably was 
| forced down. Randolph Field officers 
|were also pressed into service as search- 
ine, parties, as well as all available 
pilots at Barksdale Field. After four 
deys of searching, with more than a hund 
'red airplanes, the hunt was ordered dis- 
continued by Brigadier General James E, 
Chaney, Commanding General of the Air 

| Corps Training Center. 

| Rumors and speculations were rife as t 
| what might have happened and what proba- 
|biy did happen. About a hundred tele- 
|grems were received at Kelly Field and 
|Rendolph Field from persons on the grow 
(all the way from Houston, Texas, to Huge 
'Oklahoma, reporting that some unusual 

| phenomena had been observed, which might 
aayve been the lost flyer. Eaca rumor 

| thus reported was exuaustively investi- 
i'gated, but to no avail. In addition to 
| this, the densely wocded area along the 
| Necaes and trinity rivers between Barks- 
,dale Field and Kelly Field was divided 

| into three sectors, Barksdale Field cove 
», ing the northeast sector, Randolph Field 
| the northwest sectcr and Kelly Field the 
south sector. Each sector was further 
subdivided into a small area, and each 
pilot was instructed to search this area 
thorouguly. The pilots conducting the 
search each flew approximately 8 hours 
for each of the four days on the search. 
30 Clues whatsoever were found to the 
‘disappearance. 

It is the ovinion of Captain Glen C. 
Jemison, Seuior Instructor of the Attack 
Section in which Flying Cadet Edgerton 
was a student, that the missing flyer en- 
countered the severe storm aiid ro ; 
weather at about the time his auxiliary 


tank was exhausted, and in fighting for 
control of his airplane he became confus- 
(Continued on Page 13 
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the Experimental Engineering Section, On 
July 1, 1928, he began his duties as stu- 


dent at the Air Corps Surety School 
at Wright Field and, following his gradu- 
ation therefrom in June, 1929, he resumed 
his former duties in the Experimental En- 
gineering Section. 

In September, 1929, Colonel Hopkins re- 
ported for duty as student to pursue the 
course of instruction in Aeronautical 
Engineering at the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. 

Upon his graduaticn from the one-year 
course at this school, he reported on 
August 2, 1930, to the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C., 
for duty in the Plans Division. From 
July 6 to 31, 1931, he took the Field 
Officers' course »%f instruction at the 
Chemical Warfare School at Edgewood Ar- 
senal, Md. 

Detailed as a student at the Command 
and General Staff School, Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, Colonel Hopkins, upon the 
completion of the two-year course of in- 
struction thereat, was assigned as a 
student at the Army Industrial College, 
Washington, D.C., from which he graduat- 
ed in June, 1935, Phang which he was 
again assigned to duty at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, On September 9, 1936, he 
assumed his present duties as Chief of 
the Industrial War Plans Section of the 
Materiel Division, 

Colonel Hopkins was commissioned in 
the Regular Army as a lst Lieutenant ef 
Infantry on July 1, 1920. He was trans- 
ferred to the Air Service on October llth 
ef that year; promected to Captain as of 
July 1, 1920; to Major, July.18, 1931, 
and to Lieut. Colonel (temp.) June 16, 
1936. He holds the ratings of "Airship 
Pilot," "Balloon Observer" and "Airplane 
Observer, " 

---000---~ 


Search for spans Cadet Guy W. Edgerton 
ontinue rom Page 12). 

ed when confronted with the necessity of 

changing tanks and dived or spun int» 

greund, being unable to recover. 

If he struck the ground in the densely 
wooded or swampy areas along the rivers 
mentioned, it would be impossible to see 
the wreck from the air, and the location 
would be all but inaccessible by land. 

It is also possible that he was forced 
out over the Gulf of Mexico. 

Officials of the Air Corps Training 
Center have the meager comfort of knowig 
that no stone was left unturned to find 
this Cadet. The Air Corps has lost a 
promising student pilot. 

Cadet Edgerton, a native of Kenly,N.C., 
was born on January 23, 1916, and grad- 
uated from the Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege, Maxton, N.C. rior to his appoint- 
ment as a Flying Cadet to enter the Octo- 
ber, 1936, class at the Primary Flying 








School at Randolph Field, Texas, he was 

a salesman with an automobile concern 

in Washington, D.C. He graduated from 
the Primary Flying School on June 25, 
1937; was transferred to the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, and was to 
have graduated in October, 1937, and com- 
missioned a second lieutenant in the Air 
Reserve, 

The missing Flying Cadet is survived 
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. W.H. 
Edgerton, of Kenly, N.C., to whom the 
sincere sympathy of the Air Corps is ex- 
tended. 9 

mmm D0 — me 


MAINTENANCE FLIGHT OF CLASS NO. 29-B 


Plans have been completed for the main- 
tenance flight of Class No. 29-B of the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying Schrol, Kelly 
Field, Texas. The students will make the 
flizht in five echelons, landing at 
fields in West Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, and Louisiana. 

The first echelon of the Attack Sec- 
tion and the first echelon of the Pursuit 
Section will leave Kelly Field on Septem- 
ber 20th. The Observation Section leaves 
on September 23rd, and the second eche}j- 
ons of the Attack and Pursuit Sections 
start their flight on September 27th. 

The students will visit Lubdock, El 
Paso, Marfa, Dryaen, Fert Clark, Midland, 
Dallas, Amarillo, San Angelo and Abilene, 
Texas; Roswell, Albuquerque and Lords- 
burg, New Mexico; Tucson and Douglas, 
Arizona; and yaar e Field, La. 

—-——-0U0--— 


NEW AIRPLANES FOR KELLY FIELD 


The number of BT-9 airplanes in use at 
the Air Corps Training Center has been 
augmented by eight, as a result of two 
recent ferry trips. 

On August 9th, five »fficers from 
Kelly Field a, she by train for 
Inglewood, Calif., returning with four 
BT-9's in normal time without mishap. 
The officers making the = were Major 
Robert T, Cronau, Captains Harvey F. | 
Dyer, Burton M, Hovey, Jr., and lst Lieut. 
Samuel E, Anderson. 

On August 20th, Captain Russell E. 
Randall, lst Lieuts. Reger J. Browne, 
Charles H. Pottenger and 2nd Lieut. 
Clarence M, Sartain entrained for Ingle- 
wood and returned in due time with four 
new airplanes. - 

onal QOnuae 


The full-time school schedule at the 
Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field, 
Ala., went into effect at Reveille en 
September 7th, and, according to the 
News Letter Correspondent, everything is 
getting settled down to normal for 
another nine months' school course, Fur- 
loughs and summer schedules will be fcr- 
gotten for a while now. 
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The class which will begin flying training at 
the Air Corps Primary Flying School at Randolph 
Field, Texas, on October 15th next, will mumber 
approximately 216 students, comprising 106 2nd 
Lieutenants of the Regular Army who graduated 
from the U.S. Milit Acedemy, West Point, N.Y. 
on June 12th, last; 103 candidates from civil 
life; four enlisted men of the Aiz Corps and 
three enlisted men from other branches of the 
military service. ; 

A yeer cf intensive training is ahead of 
these students who have elected aviation as 
their field of endeavor. The trainiag year is 
divided into three stages, each of four months' 
duration - the Ape if and basic stages at the 
Primary Flying ool at Randolph Field, and 
the final and advanced stage at the Advanced 
Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas. 

These students who successfully comlete this 
one year's course will receive the rating of 
"Airplane Pilot."' The officer graduates, who 
hold commissions in the various branches of the 
service, except the Air Corps, will be trans- 
ferred to the Air Corps and will thus join the 
ranks of the permanently cormissioned pilots of | 
this branch of the service. The graduates 





among the enlisted and civilian candidates, who | Zidson, Sarry Taylor 
| Kuntz, Milton Erwin 


will trein under the status of Flying Cadeis, 

will be commissioned second lieutenants in the 
Air Reserve and placed .on extended active duty 
with verious Air Corps tactical organizations. 

Among the candidates reconmended by the Chief 
of the Air Corps fer intment as Flying 
Cadets, California, with eleven students, has 
the largest representation of native sons, fol- 
lowed by Texas with ten and Oklahom with eight. 
None of the cities represented in this new 
Oless has more than two students. 

It should be stated that the list of Flying 
Cadet intees given below is only tentative 
and that it is subject to a mumber of altera- 
tions in view of the likelihood that, in the 
light of previous experience, some of the can- 
didetes recommended for appointment will pro- 
bably decline same for ry reasons, ie- 
cipally a change in their status since the 
first applied for appointment several months 
rs oa Some may have secured a lucrative posi- 
tion in the commercial field, offering them a 
| gr 9g future, and some may have succumbed 

o the darts of Dan Cupid, thus rendering them 


ineligible for appointment. Further, it is 
almost certain t+ additional applicants will 
receive intment before the time set for 


the class to begin training. 

The names of the members of the June, 1937, 
West Point gudeties class, who were assigned 
to the Air we for flying training, were pub- 
lished in the issue of the Air Corps News Let- 
ter of August 1, 1937. 

The candidates thus far selected for oint- 
ment as Flying Cadets for the October 15th 
a at Randolph Field are listed below, as 

ollows: 


CIVILIAN CANDIDATES 


Bacon, Thomas Phillip Besserer, Ala. 
- eat William Arthur Birmingham, Ala. 
ornsby, Claude Eugene, Jr. Centerville, Ala. 





THE NEW CLASS AT THE PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL 


‘Stuart, Robert 


Tuell, Joseph Charles Bisbee, Ariz. 


Roberts, John 4., Jr. Beebe, Ark. 
Bylander, Richard Murray Little Rock, Ark. 
Crisp, John Duncan Magnolia, Ark. 


Smith, Weldon Holliwell 
Hunt, Snowden Morris, Jr. 
Rundquist, Eric Armand 
Willard, Edward Dulaney 
Murray, Samcel Fenton 
Heirlein, Oscar Allen, Jr. 
Noguchi, David 

Knorre, Fred James, Jr. 


Berkeley, Calif. 
Hollywood, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Modesto, Calif. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 
Sacramento, Calif. 
Sacramento, Calif. 
San Frencisco, Calif. 
San Jose, Calif. 
Santa Paula, Calif. 
East Hartford, Conn. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Manchester, Conn. 
Rockville, Conn. 
West Hartford, Conn. 
Washington, D.C. 


Lindsay, James Robert 
Nisbett, Charles Albert 
Manierre, Ernest Roderic 
Cerey, Raynon? Joseph 
Giesecke, Paul 

Sullivan, Paul B. 

Lee, Woodrow Wilson 


Holcombe, Elton Earl Atlanta, Ga. 
Whitehouse, Robert Rempfer - Evanston, Ill. 
Lewver, Lawrence Sterman Freeport, Ill. 


Patchell, Stephen Frank Maywood, Ill. 
Birthisel, Paul Lee Park Ridge, Ill. 
Hibbert, Richard B. Ft. Benj. Harrison, Ind. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Washington, Ind. 
Atlantic, Iowa 
Eolcomb, Kans. 
Jackson, Ky. 

New Orleans, La. 
Pleasant Hill, Le. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Frenchville, Meine 
Boston, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 
Lawrence, Mass. 


Cole, Perry Sherman 
Kluever, Arnold F.A. 
Henselman, Donald 

Bech, Harmon 

Walker, Arthur Jemes 
Westbrook, Sam W. 

Cully, Oscar DeWitt, Jr. 
Bourgoin, Raoul Joseph 
Cesey, Edward Richard 
Feeney, Francis Robert 
Magri, Sebastian Michael 


Keshishian, Anthony Lynn, Mass. 
ith, Robert Jay Charlotte, Mich. 
Venderhill, Paul J. Holland, Mich. 


Portland, Mich. 
St. Peter, Minn. 
Brandon, Miss. 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 
Prichard, William Jesse Inverness, Miss. 
Sparks, Walter William, Jr. Inverness, Miss. 
Longine, Houston Walxer,Jr. Silver Creek, hiss. 
Householder, Leland Dana Sedalia, Mo. 
Thurman, Wayne Earl Lincoln, Neb. 
Sowinski, Hdward Las Vegas, Nev. 
MeGinity, Frank Joseph Denville, N.J 
Mershail, Richard Skip Newark, N.J. 
Healy, John Patrick North Bergen, N.J 
Maday, Charles Buffelo, N.Y 
Mayer, Richard August New York, N.Y. 
Macomber, Francis Allen Rochester, N.Y. 
Quinn, Robert Sidney Rochester, N.Y. 
Travis, Frank Hotchkiss Tarrytown, N.Y. 
Skow, Delmar Norris Devils Lake, N.I. 
Reckey, Guy Hamilton Athens, @hic 
Wheaton, Robert Harvey Athens, Ohic 
McKechnie, Robert Hoss Cleveland, Ohi- 
Mason, Joe Lennard Columbus, Ohic 
Mauborgne, Benjamin Poore Fairfield, Ohio 
Hubbard, Ronald D. Warren, Ohio 
Seamon, Walter Earle, Jr. West Jefferson, Ohic 


Bullis, Harry J. 
Carlton, John N. 
Maxey, Walter Loveless,dr. 
Hendricks, E.T. 
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Case, Albert North Frederick, Okla. 
Taylor, Carl idwin Hugo, Okla. 
Sterr, Frederick P. Lindsay, Okla. 
Jacks, Angus Mecomb, Okla. 
Hendrickson, Wylie Monroe Norman, Okla. 
Nothstein, Charles Lewis Norman, Okla. 
Reynolds, Thomas C., Jr. Valliant, Okla. 
Adams, Jack Walters, Okla. 
Sharp, Frank Douglas Salem, Ore. 
Wintermute, Ira Francis Salem, Ore. 
Leer, Edwin Harold Vermillion, S.D. 
Knieff. Claude Alexander Brownwood, Texas 
Stallcup, Weldon H. Celina, Texas 
Arnold, Walter Erath El Paso, Texas 
Cronkhite, Glen Iver El Paso, Texas 
Bradshaw, Thomas E., Jr. Houston, Texas 
Dunn, Frank Lowry San Antonio, Texas 
Garza, George J. San Marcos, Texas 
Johnson, Woodrow Richland springs, Texas 
Hampton, Morrell Wade erman, Texas 
Reagan, Bruce Warner Vega, Texas 
Gilbert, Hmmtington Kerr Dorset, Vt. 
Smith, Charles John Rutland, Vt. 
Reed, Charles Wesley Raymond, Wash. 
Brimsmead, John C. Seattle, Wash. 
Rowland, Arthur Willicm Seattle, Wash. 
Perkins, James Edwin Bluefield, W.Va. 
Humphreys, Milton Dayton Merlinton, W.Va. 
Kime, Duane Louis Milwaukee, Wis. 
Hubbard, Clenn Elwood Durand, Wis. 


Tietz, Edward Christian 
Bohnaker, William Jchn 


me eee 


neni 2 yt (PRIVATES) 

r Corps 

Young, Sig Rogers Tucson, Ariz. 
52d School Squadron, Randolph Field, Tex. 

Staton, Jarr. tt A. Hagerstown, Md. 
28th Bomb. Squadron, Nichols Field, P.I. 

Chittum, Matthew M. Altoona, Pa. 
Base Hgrs. and lst Air Base Squadron, 

Langley Field, Va. 

Baxter, Forrest Houston Hazel, S.D. 
53d School Squadron, Randolph Field, Texas 
Other Branches of the Service 
Green, Edwin Snith Imperial, Calif. 

Troop A, lith Cavalry, Presidio of 
Monterey, Calif. 
Wright, George Buffalo, N.Y. 
Post Q.M. Detachment, Fort Shafter, T.H. 
Cammask, Charles A. Portland, Ore. 
29th U.S. Engineers, Portland, Oregon 
---000--- 


PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS NONCOM. OFFICERS 


La Crosse, Wis. 
Platteville, Wis. 





Personnel Orders recently issued by the 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps announced 
the promotion of the following noncomiissioned 
officers of the Air Corps, effective September 
1, 1937, and their assignment to new stations, 
as indicated opposite their names, viz: 


To be ter Sergeants, Air Corps 
Tech. Sgt> Ballard B Secll fantiton Tiela, 


Tech, Sgt. Elga M. Glendy, Chanute Field, 111. 
Tech. Sgt. Ruben St. John,Hamilton Pield,Calif. 
Ist Sgt. Benjamin k. White, Bolling Field,D.C.* 
lst Sgt. Joe G. Laver, Leng ey Field, Va.* 

Tech. Sgt. Edcil C. Maxwell, Ft. Benning, Ga.* 
Tech. Sgt. John P. Bollenbach, Fairfield A.D. 
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Sgt. Edward Miller, 8th Corps Area Det. 
To be Technical Sergeants, Air Corps 
(All Staff Sergeants) 
Robert E. Rice, Hamilton Field, Calif. 
Mathew A. McGraw, Hamilton Field, Calif.*. 
Anthony J. Gorges, Barksdale Field, La.* 
Claud M. Gilbert, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Kerr, Langley Field, Va.* 
Asa C. Hoober, Langley Field, Va.* 
Carrell L. Shaw, Randolph Field, Texas* 
Edward L. Carr, San Antonso Air Depot, Texas 
Charles Joyner, 9th Corps Area A.C. Detachment 
Walter E. Banas, Rockwell Air Depot, Calif. 
Michael M. Rozburski, Scott Field, Ill. 
Roy D. Cheatham, Langley Field, Va.* 
Myron Roeske, Moffett Field, Calif.* 
Heary Franklin, Mexwell Field, Ala.* 
Karl R. Johnson, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Halstead J. Rowen, Barksdale Field, La.* 
William K. Sheffield, Hamilton Field, Calif.* 
Harry N. Fuecker, Hamilton Field, Celif.* 
Adam J. Vielock, Hawaiian Department* 
Paul Lash, Langley Field, Va.* 
vessy C. McComell, March Field, Calif.* 
George H. Oram, Chanute Field, I11. 
Jacob §. Brown, ifitchel Field, N.Y. 
Clyaée L. Fells, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
Edgar W. Gerdner, Rockweil Field, Calif. 
Alexander Kacziba, 3rd Corps Area A.C. Det. 
Robert L. Barlow, Middietown Air Depot, Pa. 
Grover C. Moss, Kelly Field, Texas* 
August Schantel, Barksdale Field, La.* 
James M. Caldwell, Bolling Field, D.C. 
Lowis A. Kirby, Fort Bemning, Ga. 
Michael Chuturich, 7th Corps Area A.C. Det. 
Maurice Gorin, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Homer H. Hunt, Mitchel Field, N.Y.* 
Floyd H. Peacock, Fairfield Air Depot, Ohio. 
James C. Elder, Langley Field, Ya. 
Note: Where an asterisk follows the name 
of the station, no change of station is 
effected. 





amsghipeane 
PLENTY OF RAIN IN THE PHILIPPINES 


"Cencelled'' in big red letters through the 
Flight Schedule every morning for ten succes- 
sive days - reason - ceiling zero - visibility 
zero. ‘The rainy season is here to stay," 
says the News Letter Correspondent from Clark 
Field, P.I. ‘The highweys and railroads be- 
tween Clark Field and Manila were wasted out, 
and for miles covered with up to twelve feet 
of water. The Third Pursuit with their Z3-3-A 
furnished Stotsenburg and Clark with their 
mail, daily paper, milk for the babies, and 
film for the evening movies until the waters 
subsided." 

---000--- 


Major Robert D. , Air Corps, formerly 
Director of Flying Training at the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, left that , 
station on August 28th for Maxwell Field, Ala., 
where he will be a student at the Air Corps 
Tactical School. 

Have you written a story of one of your fly- 
ing experiences under the heading ''And I Learn- 
ed About Flying From That?"' We would greatly 
welcome it for the Air Corps News Letter. 
V-7428, A.C. 








The chief sources sf objecticnable | 
noises at Wricht Field are the engine | 
and propeller test stands. ‘The worse 
or these, but fortunately the less fre- | 
guent of cperation, are the propeller 
sest stands. For one wh»se work or 
residence may be in range, this hoise is 
et times a persistent intrusion on at-' 
jenti-n, disastrous to rest or mentel 
concentration. To this harassed indi- 
yiduel it is small ccmfort to remember 
that the noise is part of a program ne- 
cessary for the develepment sf depend- 
ebdle airpiane engines and propellers. He 
desires thet his attention be free for 
epplication as he may direct it in his 
business or pleasure. 

The Materiel Division, U.S. Army Air 
Corps, has long realized that noise is 
an unnecessary incubus *f mtor life and 
that its continued extstence is especi- 
ally inconsistent with the present fast | 
developing sophistication with respect | 
to home comforts, In.1931, when tae 931d 
engine test stands burned, new stands 
were built with special provisions for | 
reduction of noise, e test houses 
form a thick walled, concrete enclosure | 
practically impervious #0 noise except | 
through its reiative ight dersrs and 
thro the pentane oF the inlet and | 
outlet ef air in which the engine energy | 

| 
| 





‘atput 1s dissipated. These openings 
ere in the form of short, ver‘tical 
stacks arranged to direct the ssund re- 
leased through them upward but net hori- 
zontelly. Flyers report thas thse noise 
frem these stacks can be heard over the | 
neise of the airplane at heights up to 
5,000 feet, Also, in some engine test 
installations a device known as a test 
club can be used instead of a flight pro-| 
peller. The test club loads the engine | 
witheut producing ag much noise as 2 
light pr-peller. e previsions for | 
the reduction ef noiee just described, | 
though entirely adequaté in their time, | 
have become inadequate fer the highest | 
pevered omeete = pvai able. Tas _ 
tice has beén to limit the testing 9 
the highest powered engines to working | 
ars. ot hed policy has been fol- | 
lowed in testi "a, tt tere woh 
Since it is highly desirable tc oper- 
ate tests continuously, the Materiei Di- | 
visinn has ywnder way a pregram for sound-' 
proofing all engine test stands. The 
stundproefing of one engine test stand | 
é new complete. Even with the highest | 
Powered — operating on fiight pro- | 
Psllers, the noise from this test stand 
Would not be »bjectionable even at night 
> pecple whose homes are more than 550 
yerds from the test stand. The sound- 





proof consists, first, of placi 
Bound abserbing material in the tes 
a0use stacks which are partitioned into 


& mumber of smaller stacks by the sound- 


MATERIEL DIVISION NOISE-REDUCING PROGRAM 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


; Material and rigidly supperted to pre- 


/otner criteria of Natianal Defense. 


| award of a contract to Manning, Maxwell 
| amount of $47,310.50, covering the pur- 


| C6 


| additional Spark Plugs ameunting to 


| ger and Karl S, dxtater, Air 
| up to September 1, 1937, neld temporary 
| raak as such, were promoted on that date 
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proeting material; seccnd, of providing 
eavy doers covered with sound absorbent 
vent them vibrati as diaphragms. 
New ordinary field noises, such as 
birds, rustle of leaves or tell erases, 
or the distant rumble frum a highway 
drown out the noise of the seundproofed 
stand anywhere beyond the limits ef the 
flying field. 

At present, the cost of silencing of 
ple Sot nagar’ stands appears exorbitant, due 

argeiy to the size sf the stands and 
the treacherous skip distancee ef saund; 
much iike the i Gistances the radia 
amateurs have te dattle. Overhanging 
clouds, which control the point at which 
the noise pounces down cn the unsuspeat- 
ing ear drum, are hard to control, With 
further study in tae acoustics cf the 
problem invoived, it is hoped that a 
reacy and inexpensive solutian will be 
evolved, Then the Materiel Division 
vill be able ta run a continuous 24- 
hour test of both engines and prepellers 
and augment efforts to keep pace with 





---000-~-- 
CONTRACT AWARDS FOR AIR CORPS EQUIPMENT 


The War Department announced on Septem. 
ber 9th the award to the Glenn L. Martin 
Company, of Baltimere, Md., of a contract 
fer spare varts fer YB-10, YR-12 and 
B-10B Martin Bomberdment airplanes in 
the total amount of $47,857.56. 

Announcement was also maé@e .f the 
& Moore, Inc., Bridgeport, Conn,, in the 
e of type Be? Gage Units, and Type 
Thermostatic Assemblics and Data. 
change order on a previous contract 
enncunced to the B.G. Corvoratien, 
York City, coverin,; the purchase of 


chas 
“A 

was 

Wew 


$23,074.45, 
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Schneeber- 


Majors Ira R, Koenig, — “ 
orps, whe 


to the regular rank ef Major. 

The following-named second lieutenants 
of the Air Reserve were placed on extend. 
ed active duty to September 4, 1940, at 





| the Air Corps stations indicated: 


Richard Filip Vavrina, of Angus, Okla., 
at Patterson field, Ohio. 

Hiette S. Williams, Jr., of Concord, 
N.C,., at Langley Field, Va. 

William Iverson Marsalis, Findlay, 
Ohio, At Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Louis Matthew Gregory, ef Shrevepert, 
La., at Mitchel Fieid, N.Y 
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"FLYING FORTRESSES" IN MANEUVERS ON WEST COAST 
By the Langley Field Correspondent 


During the month of August, the B-17's 
agekn presne their mettle. lio less than 
nine of these popularly designated "Fly- 
ing Fortresses" were concentrated in 
California to reinforce the lst Wing, 
under Brigadier General Delos C. Emmons, 
during an interesting sequence of exer- 
cises which stressed flexibility of »p- 
erations as well as the actually demon- 
strated mobility of supporting ground 
echelons, The movement west started on 
July 30th, when the Group Commander, 2nd 
Bombardment Group, Lieut. Colonel Robert 
Olds, in his B-17, No. 10, command plane, 
proceemes from sanel ey Field to March 

ield, via Barksdale Field, La., and El 
Paso, Texas, to complete advance arrange- 
ments. Majors Meloy and Haynes, with 
their respedtive 20th and 49th Bombard- 
ment Squadrons, arrived two s later. 
Major old L. George joined his 96th 
Squadron at March Field after a fast 
ferry trip from the factory at Seattle, 
Wash. Six C-33 Transports, under the 
able command of Lieut. Ott, of the 
Middletown Air Depot, moved the ground 
echelon to the West Goast and back, and 
with only three transports available 
during the exercises, every exacting re- 
qustaeene from the Group for the trans- 

er of ground echelons was met to the 
complete satisfaction of the combat 


echelon, Lieut. Ott and his transport 

pilots performed an outstanding service 

= = roup which will long be remem- 
ered, 


The Group immediately established Head- 
uarters in the lst Wing Administration 
lding. Three B-18's from Hamilton | 
Field were attached to us for the dura- | 
tion of the exercises. Bombing training 
was conducted at Muroc Lake and at sea 
against aluminum slick targets for ap- 
proximately one week, ads 1,000 
practice bombs on various types of mis- 
sions. 
After the last mission, Saturday morn- 





the return shen to Langley Field, Com- 
mencing at 5: p.m., Monday, August 
16th, all B-17's cleared March Field at 
15-minute intervals for their home air- 
drome, via Barksdale, Wright and Maxwell 
Fields. Navigators received considerable 
celestial experience, az the planes had 
to go over the top, around and through 
the inclement weather over the Rocky 
Mountain area. The last two planes to 
take off encountered such a continuous 
line of electrical storms near Phoenix, 
Arizona, that they were forced to return 
to March Field. e crew of one of the 
latter, after a few hours' rest, took 
off at dawn for Scott Field, arriving 
after a nine-hour flight, thence to 
Langley Field in four hours, The other 
B-17 returned via Barksdale Field. All 
planes which were able to get through 
arrived at their intermediate destina- 
tion in from eight to ten hours, and pro- 
ceeded shortly thereafter to ley 
Field. The C-33 transpor“‘s ferried the 
maintenance and administrative personnel 
home’ on August 17th and 18th. e YOA-5 
returned on August 19th. 

Summing up the results of this exer- 
cise, the Group is more than pleased with 
the  penigh ace cant of the Air Corps new 
"Flying Fortresses." Every member of 
the Group feels that our West Coast mis- 
sion was most successful and that we 
have made a vital stride in the defense 
of our country in the employment ef the 
four-engine bombing type of airplane. 

We wish to thank the officers and men 
ef March Field and Hamilton Field for 
their cooperation and efforts in making 
our visit to their fields so pleasant, 
and await the opportunity to reciprocate 
the hospitality. We also extend our 
thanks to the officers and civilian per- 
sonnel at Wright Field for the efficient 
cooperation in preparing the B-17's with 
the a ge brakes and navigation in- 
struments in the short time available 


ing, August 14th, the Group Commander before the departure of the Group for 
ordered all B-17's to be prepared for on Vest Coast. 
aeaQGQO ene 


91ST OBSERVATION SQUADRON ACTIVITIES 


The 9lst Observation Squadron, station- 
ed at Fort Lewis, lash. bas just com- 
agg its second active participation 
n @ major war game during tuis calendar 
eur, e Third Division concentration, 
eld at Fort Lewis in May, 1937, made ex- 
tensive use of the Squadron, during 
which time its combat teams and airplanes 


were divided and assigned to both Red and| ( 


Blue forces. The intensive cooperative 
training during this period prnved to be 
Of unlimited value to both the ground and 
&ir forces. 





The Fourth Army Maneuvers,conducted at 
Fert Lewis during the period August 17 - 


31, constituted the largest mobilization 
in the Pacific Northwest since the World 
War days. During the exercise, the 9lst 
Observation Squadron was attached to the 
4lst Division, Blue Force (National 
Guard and attached units), and the 116th 
Observation Squadron (Washington Nation- 
al Guard) was attached to the 5th Brigade 
Regular Army troops), whe simulated the 
Red forces, This system of organizing 
the two opposing forces from both Regular 
Army and National Guard was found to have 
Many training advantages in that it allow- 
ed each other to become familiar with the 
other's capabilities, limitations, and 
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equipment. | AIR CORPS PARTICIPATION IN LEGION PARADE 
Constant reconnaissance and simulated. 
artillery adjustment during daylight | To demonstrate to the veterans of the 
hours, along with several night missions, | World War and to the residents and vis- 
kept every available combat team in the /itors of New York the state of training 
air an average of eight hours a day dur- in the Army Air Corps, the War Depart- 
ing the main problem. Needless to say, (ment ordered one hundred and fifty modern 
alt concerned welcomed the news that a fighting planes, the pick of its air ar- 
truce was declared. "We all feel," says | mada, to converge at Mitchel Field on 
the News Letter Correspondent, "that the Feng: September 2Oth, in preparatien 
maneuver was very instructive and that (for the parade of The American Legion 
many “do's' and 'don'ts' about air ob- National Convention of Tuesday, September 
servation cooperation were learned by | 2lst. 
both air and ground forces." _ At noon, at sunset, and at ten o'clock 
A public anti-aircraft exhibition was (at night, while the doughboys of 1917- 
held on Sunday night, August 22nd. The 1918 keep step along New York's crowded 
63rd Coast Artillery (AAS from Fort | streets, these planes, commanded and per- 
MacArthur, Calif., set up their ground — sonally led by Major General Frank M, 
installation, consisting of latest anti- | Andrews, Chief of the GHQ Air Force,will 


aircraft guns, sound detectors and 
searchlights on the Camp Murray site. 
The 9lst Observation Squadron sent up 
five airplanes to simulate a bombardment | 
attack on a powerhouse installation back | 
of the front lines. | 

Blank ammunition fired from the ground | 
= the necessary realism to the picture, 

e exhibition continued by having one 
Plane do fast maneuvers in an effort to 
evade the searchlights, and then a dis- 
play of tow target operation by night as 
used for ery practice. An interest- | 
ing sidelight to the show was the radio 
communication from the airplane to the 
ground. which was amplified over the 
oud speaker public address system and 
also sent over broadcast station KMO of 
Tacoma. The attending crowd, estimated 
at 15,000 people, expressed themselves 
VERY -FANOF RIS: regarding the entire 
event. 


; 
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SWEET STUFF FOR AIR CORPS PERSONNEL 


Officers and enlisted men at the U.S. 
Army Air Corps detachment base at the 
Municipal Airport at Atlanta, Ga., hada 
"honey of a time" one day recently. 

The special treat, great quantities of 
honey, was provided by Private Frank 
Heath who, in addition to being in 
charge of the grounds and shrubbery at 
the airport, is keeper of the bees, Pri 
vate Heath, whose hobby is bees, donned 
his hive-robbing attire and relieved a 
hive of 80 pounds of honey, which he 
distributed among the officers and to 
the mess, He declared that he didn't 
feel a bit bad about robbing the bees | 
of the honey, because they had filled 
the frames and there was no other place 
for them to put the honey they were col- 
lecting. He further stated that the 
bees have to travel the distance between 
the earth and the moon for every pound 
of honey, so that the honey he took from 
the hives represents forty round trips 
to the moon, Needless to say, Private 
Heath was a very popular individual at 
the airport on that particular day. 





~ 


_ 
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parade and maneuver in the air along the 
route of march. 

Seven separate squadrons of the GHQ 
Air Force, from Barksdale Field, La.; 
Langley Field, Va.; Selfridge Field, 
Mich., and Mitchel Field, Long Island, 
will take part in these demonstrations. 

Amo the organizations ordered to 
Mitchel Field for this concentration are 
included: 

Two 18-plane squadrons of the 3rd 
Attack Group, equipped with Northrw 
A-17 Attack planes from Barksdale Field; 

One 6-plane squadron of Boeing B-1? 
"Flying Fortresses," 4-engine Bombard- 
ment planes of the 2nd Bombardment Group 
from Langley Field, Va.; : 

Two 9-plane squadrons of Martin B-10 
Bombers from the 9th Bombardment Group, 
Mitchel Field, L.I.; i 

One 18-plane Pursuit Squadron, flying 
P-26 single-seater fighters from Self- 
ridge Field, Mich., and 

One 18-plane squadron from the 8th 
Pursuit Group, Langley Field. 

After each demonstration, the planes 
will return to Mitchel Field. ey are 
scheduled to depart for their home sta- 
tions on Wednesday morning, September 
e2nd. a 

-—=—0U0 --— 


On Friday, August 2Oth, the troops of 
the Hawaiian Department paraded in honor 
of Mr. Henry Morganthau, Jr., the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury of the United 
States, In spite of the extremely rough 
air, an impressive showing was made by 
the Air Corps units which turned out 
every available man for the ceremony. 

The 18th Wing Navigation School, con- 
ducted by the Fifth Composite Group at 
Luke Field, T.H., is approaching the 
half-way point in its program, and the 
students can now be found wandering 
around at night looking for all the con- 
stellations for which the Greeks had 
words, Due to the absence of haze, the 


students are finding that they suffer 
for an over abundance of stars, making 
identification rather difficult. 
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The Ninth Group Navigation School at 
Mitchel Field, N.Y¥., suffered its first 
forced landing since the inception of 
the School when Major U,G, Jones was 
forced to land an OA-4 on the sea south 
as "abcess Point, Long Island, on August 

st. 

With lst Lieut. Dwight Divine as navi- 
gator and a crew cone;sting of Private, 
lst Class, Charles Rosenberg, radio oper- 
ator; Privates Anthony Perreila and John 
Gogoj, Major Jones was performing a 
routine navigation mission over the sea 
south of Long Island and returning to 
Montauk Point for a landfail. When ap- 
proximately 35 miles out, the right motor 
started vibrating excessively and the 
switch finally had to be cut. Forced 
landing signals were immediately trans- 
mitted to the 9th Group Radio Station 
VZ6, though Major Jones attempted to fly 
On one motor. The plane was landed at 
1:50 p.m. on a smooth sea and the crew 
attempted to taxi toward Montauk, 

By putting two men out on the wing, 
pul yine the left wheel down, and atitach- 

ng a sea anchor to the left wing, the 
engine could be idled at 600 RPM, and 
some headway was made toward land in 
spite of a considerable drift towards 
tne east. 

Immediately upon receipt of the ZAF 
signal from Major Jones, the 9th Bombard- 
ment Group radio station, manned by Pri- 
vate H.E, Monoghan and Private D.A. 
McMorrow, transmitted this information 
to the Navigation School plotting roon, 
operated by Sergeant Ira J. Clenay, 18th 
Reconnaissance Squadron. Coast Guard 
Headquarters in New York City was noti- 
fied and asked to send aid, and two B-10B 
ais pieaes ‘are dispatched to locate the 
Amphibian and stand by until surface 
craft could arrive, 

At this time Captain J.K. DeArmond, 
Group Communications Officer, assumed 
charge of communications. Taking off 
within twenty minutes after receipt of 
the distress signal, the Bombers, one 
manned by Captain John P. Doyle, Jr., 

ilot; Lieut. D.P. Laubach, navigator; 

ergeant J.H, Romatowski, radio operator, 
and Corporal J.J. Draus, observer; the 
Other by Lieut. G.P. Moody, pilot; 
Captain ¥.B. Valentine, navigator, and 
Private, lst Class, H. Cohen, radio op- 
erator, proceeded to the location given 
in the forced landing report and insti- 
tuted a search for the disabled airplane. 

After one hour and ten minutes, the 
first crew located the OA-4 in a thick 
haze, broadcast its location, and was 
osnad by the second Bomber, The Coast 

uard was notified of this location 
which proved accurate within one mile, 
both through Group radio and by direct 
contact from the Bomber, 

Too much cannot be said in praise of 
the rapid and efficient aid rendered by . 


A FORCED LANDING AT SHA 


| the Coast Guard of this district. The 
Cutter CAMPBELL was dispatched from 
Sandy Hook; the ACTIVE, a fast little 
surface craft of the sub-chaser type, 
from New London; an unidentified motor 
surf boat from one-of the coastal sta- 
tions near Montauk Point, and two Amphi- 
bians from nearby bases. 

Radio contact was established on the 
Coast Guard frequency of 2760 KCs and 
maintained throughout the rescue opera- 
tion, 

At 7:10 p.m, Hastern light Time, 
the ACTIVE, guided by a flare from one 
Bomber and by low altitude contact by 
the other, arrived at the location of 
the disabled amphibian after a fast run 
trom the New London base, part of the 
way through a dense fos, took off the 
crew and et ep to tow the exsppied 
airplane back to land. At this time the 
Bombers were relieved and returned to 
iiitchel Field. After a night enroute, 
during which it was necessary to attach 
a ssa anchor to the tail of tho amphi- 
bian to prevent yawing, the ACTIVE and 
her tow arrived at the New London Coast 
Guard base, and an incident, whi 
could have been tragic but for smooth 
cooperation between all concerned, was 
marked closed. The principal lesson 
wes further proof of the necessity, in 
emergency, of adherence to a pre-con- 
ceived plan in which all units furnish 
the service they are best qualified to 
verform, 0 

ae 1e1ee rs 


THE SRD BALLOON SQUADRON AT FORT LEWIS © 


The 3rd Balloon Squadron, Air Corps, 
formerly the 19th ree agenenon: of 
Langley Field, Va., and Moffett Field, 
Calif., nas finally found its way into 
the great Northwest. Under the command 
of Major M.E, McHugo, Air Corps, the 
3rd Balloon Squadron is now located at 
Fert Lewis, Wash. 

The orgauization is rapidly rounding 
into shape as a balloon squadron and, in 
spite of the handicaps of operating from 
an outdoor bed aad training: aew person- 
nel, has been flying a type C-3 balloon 
daily since June 2cOth, 

Construction on the hangar should be 
completed about November lst, and it is 
yoped to have a new type C-6 balloon at 
about that time. All personnel are look 
ing forward with a great deal of inter- 
est to field operations with this new 
mobile type of balloon, 

Major Elmer J. Bowling, Captain Haynie . 
McCormick ani Warrant Officer Robert 
Lassiter are on duty with the Squadron, 
and, in addition, Major Clarence B,Lober 
Executive Officer of the Fort Lewis fly- 
ing Field, is attached for flying. 
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THE DEATE OF Mes GENEVIEVE M, SAVAGE 


pagers | that the many friends of 
wajor anc Mrs. Charles M, Savage who 

ve learned of Mrs. Savage's death in 
an lane accident on Aueust 27th, the 
undersigned has gathered the following 
tacts from tae Bureau of Air Commerce 
and from Major Savage. 

Mrs. Savage was flying a Ryan S-T, a 
metal, low wing monoplane, powered with 
8 Menasco engine, ch she had rented 
from the owner, and was flying to the 
National Air Races, where she intended 
to — the Amelia Earhart Memorial Tro- 

ace. 

n August 26th, Mrs, Soeage flew from 
San Diego to El Paso, stopping at Yuma, 
Tucson and Lordsburg. She remained over- 
night at El Paso and departed at 12:25 

eM, September lst, for Midland, Texas. 

e told the El Paso airport attendants 
pee to her departure that she was go- 

ng to fly by way of Pecos and would 
land there if shortage of gasoline ne- 
cessitated. She crashed at 2:30 p.m., 
near Rui Doso, Mexico. 

As nearly as can be determined from 
reports received from ponsees on the 
ground, the followi s about what hap- 
pened: Mrs. Savage flew to the south- 
west after leaving El Paso in order to 
reach Pecos over the lowest intervening 
terrain, After she had been out an hour, 
appesentiy either due to & compass error, 
which her husband believes to have been 
the case, the country over which she was 
flying did not check with her map and 
she turned further to the south. Wit- 
nesses state that she made an effort to 
land on the American side east of Rui 
Doso, but took off again to avoid strik- 
ing a fence. Very shortly thereafter 
ghe attempted to negotiate a landing on 

he Mexican side, where the terrain from 
the air would look much more favorable 
to landing. The elevation was high, the 
air wes gusty, and the day was hot. This, 
combined with her earlier experience and 
her undoubted desire to make a very slow 
landing, probably caused her to stall 
and "fail in" from about 100 feet, The 
piase was a complete wreck, and it is 
elieved that death was instantaneous. 

"Gen," as we knew her, had been ex- 
tremely interested in flying for a long 
time. As soon as possible she begen to 
take pilot lessons and soon learned to 
fly. At the time of her death she had 
about 800 hours in the air and held a 
transport license from the Department of 
Commerce. Last year she flew very cre- 
ditably in the Amelia Earhart Trop 
Race, finishing third. She had partici- 
pated in more than seventeen contests 
and had always eenees among the first 
three. On her last flight she was not 
engeged in a race, She was making her 
way isisurely to the National Air Races, 
where she had planned to enter the plane, 





for which she was paying from her person- 


“me 


- funds, in the Amelia Earhart Memrial 
ace. 

Due to a cumlation of circumstances 
beyond her control, she suffered the 
same fate another great pilot had 
been unable to beat before her time. 

It should be a matter of great satis- 
faction to her husband, as it is to her 

friends, that she was able to do 
shat she loved best and was participat- 
ing at the finish in an endeavor close 
to her heart. 

"Gen" Savage has done a lot fer avia- 
tion: she has left a host of frisnds in 
the flying world; up in the Valhalla of 
flyers they have moved over and made a 
landing piace for a courageous flying 


TRA -EAKER. 
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SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AT CHANUTE FIELD 


School activities at the Air Corps 
Technical School at Chanute Field, 
Rantoul, I1ll., are now in full swing, 

On September lst, the following offi- 
cers commenced the course in Maintenance 
Engineering: 

Air Corps 
lst Clayton E, Hughes 
lst Thetus C. Odom 
lst Carl F, Demberg 
lst harles B. Dougher 
lst Frank @, Jamison 
lst Richard M. Montgomery 
end Byron E, Brugge 
2nd Lieut. Jack E. Shuck 
end Lieut. Charles B, Harvin 
end Lieut. Lawrence S, Fulwider 
<nd Lieut. Burton W. Armstrong, Jr. 


Marine Corps 
Captain Zebulon C0, Hopkins 


fnlisted classes in the following 
courses commenced on August SOth: 

Airplane Mechanics 

Aircraft Armorers 

Aircraft Machinists 

Aircreft Welders 

Sheet Metal Workers 

Rombsignt Maintenance 

Carburetor Specialists 

Instrument Specialists 

Parachute Riggers 

apse, pi! 

Propeller Specialists 

Radio Repairers and Operators 

Electrical Specialists 

Air Corps Supply — Technical Clerks. 
a eleler 


-} Woman, 


Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut, 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 


Contributions to the columns of the 
Air Corps News Letter have not been re- 
ceived lately from Hamilton Field, Self- 
ridge Field, Barksdale Field, Moffet 
Field, Rockwell, Fairfield and Middletowm. 
Air Depots. The mission of the News 
Letter is to cover all Air Corps activi- 


ties. Please cooperate. 
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AVIATION ACTIVITIES IN NEW ENGLAND 
By Captain Paul L. Smith, Air Reserve 


New England would like to sound off in 
the Air Corps News Letter. 

Up here in the First Corps Area we get 
such a kick out of reading about other 
Air Corps folks, scattered over the face 
of the globe, that we thought perhaps 
our activities might be of interest. 

We haven't a great deal to offer, be- 
cause tue First Corps has only the one 
Regular Army station at Boston Airport, 
maintained primarily for Reserve train- 
ing and to give the DOL boys the facili- 
ties to keep their hand in. 

But New England has cradled many Air 
Corps officers, now far from home, and 
many Air Corps officers and enlisted men 
who once served at Boston might like to 
hear how things are going up here occa- 
sionally. So your brand new correspon- 
dent ventures the following: 

Colonel John N, Reynolds, Air Officer 
for the First Corps Area, has been busy 
with CPX at Camp Devens. 

The Boston Airport, owned and operated 
by the City of Boston, is rapidly becom- 
ing one of the finest in the country. 
With the ee of WPA, huge cement aprons 
have been laid in front of the hangars. 
They are wide qaone’ and long enough for 
take-offs and landings when winter comes 
with its snowstorms, Cement stripes for 


revving up before take-off are located 
at half a dozen points around the nuge 
airport. There are three sets of power- 


ful flood lights, and the smoke pot burns 
constantly. 

Captain Richard E. Cobb, Commanding 
Officer of the Air Corps Detachment at 
the Boston Airport, has made in- 
provements in the year that he has been 
on the job. With the loyal cooperation 
of an efficient enlisted personnel, he 
has kept the equipment available for 
— regular and reserve pilots at all 

imes. 

At the present time, the First Corps 
Area has wy | three BT-9's, an 0-25, a 
BT-2B and a PT-11 for the six New England 
States. However, we have been promised 
S saye*e of A-17's and a couple more 

-9's, 

The enlisted poresnnes of the First 
Corps Area Air Corps Detaciument at the 
Boston Airport held Organization Day in 
August, with a progres of sports and 
whet have you, Private Thomas J. 
Flaherty was given the efficiency award 
for the year. This award consists of 
having his name engraved on an attrac- 
tive oe ue, provided by the Air Reserve 
Association of New England. The pe, 
was designed and presented to the enlist- 
ed men at the Airport last year. It 
hangs in the day room, and the name of 
Henri Dionne appears as the winner in 
1936, The winner each year is chosen by 
a committee of three, one member repre- 
senting the enlisted personnel, while 


Bi. 
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the other two members are the Commanding 
Officer of the Airport and the President 
of the Air Reserve Association, The men 
are proud of the plague and strive for 
the award. 

Captain Milton M, Murphy, who came to 
the First Corps Area about a year ago 
from March Field as the new Unit Instruc- 
tor for the Air Reserves, has found a 
warm place in the hearts of the officers. 
He carried on an interesting and instruc- 
tive series of lectures 211 through the 
winter and ele months, and is now pre- 
paring for the coming season. The 
Reserves meet the first Monday of each 
month for these lectures, and a business 
meeting, plus a bit of fun, at the Hotel 
Lenox in Boston, Visitors are cordially 
welcome. 

Many of the Reserves are taking active 
duty now, two or three at a time, at the 
Boston Airport. They have formation, 
blind ae orose-See and various 
missions. ome years the Reserves have 
been at summer camp on Cape Cod, with 
training in gunnery and bombing, but so 

of the young reserves are now on 
the air lines, it wasn't feasible to try 
a camp this year. Not enough could take 
active duty at the same time. 

Major Peter C. Borre, National Vice 
President; Major Howard W. Nester, Presi- 
dent of the New — Department, and 
Captain Paul L. Smith, immediate past 
president of the Department, will be 
delegates to the National Convention of 
the Air Reserve Association of the United 
States at San Francisco in September. 

Major Chris Ford, former Commanding 
Officer at the Boston Airport and now on 
National Guard duty at Cleveland, paid 
us a visit recently. Some of the boys 
hadn't seen Chris since he went to the 
Philippines. 


-~-000--- 
WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS 
To Bolling Field, D.C.: 2nd Lieut. 
Wilhe ‘ eudei » 1rom Mitchel 
Field. 


To Scott Field, Ill.: lst Lieut. James 
A. Ronin, from Randolph Field. 

To Charlottesville, Va.: lst Lieut. 
Stanley R. Stewart, trom Chanute Field, 
to take a course of instruction at the 
University of Virginia. 

Master Sergeant Marion G, Putnam, Air 
Corps, is placed on the retired list at 
Hamilton Field, Calif., September 30, 
1937, with the rank of Captain, under the 
provisions of an act of Congress, approv- 
ed May 7, 1932. 


Second Lieut. Joseph B. Parker, of 
Atlantic City, N.J., has been placed on 
active | at Mitchel Field, N.¥., to 
September 13, 1940. 
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